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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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TEXT: 


of Bob Jones College). 


Tennessee ‘eo 


“Ye have not passed this way heretofore!” — Joshua 3:4 


(Sermon preached on the opening Sunday to the students and faculty - 


In some ways, life is like a book; 
you start at the beginning of the 
book and turn the pages, a page 
each day. Once in a while, you 
come to the end of a chapter and 
then begin a new one. There are 
occasions in life which are points 
of new beginning. A new year is 
like that—the old year passed with 
its mistakes, its victories, its joys, 
its unhappiness; and “it is time to 
begin again, Such an occasion is 
the time of going off to college or 
beginning a new year in school. 
Maybe you were here last year, 
but you were a high school stud- 
ent, now you are in college; per- 
haps you were a freshman last 
year, this year you are a sopho- 
more; maybe you are in college for 
the first time—it is a new begin- 
ning. 

A New Beginning 

Such an occasion was that around 
which the Scripture lesson of the 
morning was woven. The children 
of. Israel had been wandering in 
the wilderness for forty years; 
now they were on the borders of 
the Promised Land. They were to 
begin a new life in the place of 
God’s appointment for them. The 
forty years of wilderness wander- 
ings had prepared them to go into 
the land and possess it; now they 
‘stood on the borders. Across the 
Jordan loom the walls of Jericho, 
walls that are soon to fall down 
before the sound of priestly 
trumpets and the shout of victory. 
But now ‘the city stands there, its 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr. 


towers lifted up and behind them 
the high straight hills, forbidding, 
cold, — Jericho, the first of many 
cities in the land. The children of 
Israel stand separated from 
Jericho by the turbulent waters 
of Jordan; these waters. al- 
ways swift and full of whirlpools 
are now more turbulent than ever, 
for it is the time that the river 
overruns its banks and spreads out 
over the low fields between them 
and the Land of Promise. 


The Unknown Future 
God says to them on this occa- 
sion, as He says to you here at the 
beginning of this school year, “Ye 
(Continued on Page 3.) 


INCIDENTS, OUTLINES 
Arco ILLUSTRATIONS 


gelist ROBERT J.WELLS, Ossociate€aiton 


One of the truly great evangelists of the past was Dr. Wilbur Chap- 


man. Here are two gripping stories 
THERE IS A WAY OF 
ESCAPE 


I do not think that I have told 
you of the day when we were sum- 
moned by the Lord Mayor in Sid- 
ney, Australia, to hold our services, 
_ which were scheduled for the after- 
noon, at noontime. The Lord May- 
or sent word that the mounted 
police would clear the streets un- 
less we came at once. The building 
was opened, the crowd was pushed 
in by policemen and twenty pick- 
pockets who had been following 


us around, -were shoved in at the 


same, time. One of these men heard 
a sermon for the first time in four- 
teen years. He was impressed. 
When I came out of the service, a 
letter was placed in my hand which 
read like this: “Please pray for me, 
for I am an outcast, a pick-pocket 
and utterly hopeless.” I found that 


' man and took him to my room. 


He got down on his knees. I heard 
him cry to God for deliverance. 


from his pen:— 


He told me that he had been in 
prison fourteen times. If he went 
again, it would be for life, I saw 
him converted there in my own 
room. Before his conversion his 
eyes were close set, his brow low 
and unshapely, his fingers long 
and tapering. After conversion, the 
very shape:of his face seemed to 
be changed, his eyes seemed to 
widen and his fingers looked dif- 
ferent. When we crossed the sea, he 
came to America with us and be- 
gan to study-in a Bible school. He 
took every prize. One day he came 
to me saying, “I think I have a 
call to preach.” I said, “If you 
have, I will do everything to help 
you that I can.” He entered the 
theological seminary. Two years 
later the president wrote me: “Of 
all of the men we have here, your 
man is the leader in spiritual pow- 
er. He is the greatest of them all. 


Text: 


cost me nothing” 


When David was king in Israel, he grew vain and proud of his; 
great kingdom and his mighty army. So he sent Joab, his general, to 
take a census of all the fighting men in his empire. This pride was a sin. 
_|It showed that David and his people :were depending on their own might, 
instead of on the protection of God. 
punishment, and from Dan to Beer- 
died of a pestilence. But when the angel of God stretched out his hand 
toward Jerusalem to destroy it, God in mercy intervened and the proph- 
et Gad was sent to David. Now read the story in words of Scripture: 


What It Costs To Be 
A Good Christian 


“And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I will surely buy it of thee at a price: 
* neither will I offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God of that which doth 
— II Samuel 24:24. 


By Evangelist John R,. Rice 


God made it an occasion of great 
sheba some seventy thousand men 


“And Gad came that day 
to David, and said unto him, 
Go up, rear an altar unto the 
Lord in the threshingfloor of 
Araunah the Jebusite. And 
David, according to the say- 
ing of Gad, went up as the 
Lord commanded. And Arau- 
nah looked, and saw the king 
and his servants coming on 
toward him: and Araunah 
went out, and: bowed himself 
before the king on his face 
upon the ground. And Arau- 
nah said, Wherefore is my 
lord the king come to his serv- 
ant? And David said, To buy 
the threshingfloor of thee, to 
build an altar unto the Lord, 
that the plague may be stayed 
from the people. And Araunah 
said unto David, Let my lord 
the king take and offer up 


| what seemeth good unto him: 


behold, here be oxen for 
burnt-sacrifice, and threshing 
instruments and other instru- 
ments of the oxen for wood. 
All these things did Araunah, 
as a king, give unto the king. 
And Araunah said unto the 
king, The Lord thy God ac- 
cept thee. And the king said 
unto Araunah, Nay; but I will 


neither will I offer 
burnt-offerings unto the Lord 
my God of that which doth 
cost me nothing. So David 
bought the thresi oor and 
the oxen for fifty shekels of 
silver. And David built there 
an altar unto the Lord, and 
offered burnt-offerings and 
peace-offerings. So the Lord 
was intreated for the land, and 
the plague was stayed from 
Israel.” 


—IT Samuel 24: ‘18-25. 


What.a fine proposition that 
was Araunah made to David! 
David might have the threshing- 
floor for building the altar, he 
might have oxen for the sacrifices, 
he might have the threshing 
implements for wood, so he could 


keep his obligation to God, offer 
the sacrifices, see the plague stop- 
ped in Israel, and all this without 


(Continued on Page 7.) 


But David would have rtone of it. 
He said, “Nay; but I will surely 
buy it of thee at a price: neither 
will I offer burnt offerings unto 
the Lord my God of that which 
doth cost me nothing.” David knew 
that to accept the land and the oxen 
and the wood free of charge, and 
then pretend that he was making 
an offering to God, would be 
insincere hypocrisy. David had 
many sins, but. he did not.have that 
one. He really meant business| 
when he worshipped God. 


So David bought the threshing- 
floor and the oxen for fifty shekels 
of silver, we are told. “And David 
built there an altar unto the Lord, 
and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings. So the Lord was 
intreated for the land, and «the 
plague was stayed from Israel.” 

And you will be deeply interested, 
I am sure, when I tell you that God 
had had his: eye on that very spot 
for hundreds of years. He had had 
Abraham take a three-days’ journey 
to offer Isaac there, centuries ago. 
It was on that very spot that 
Solomon later built the temple. All 
this is clear in II Chronicles 3:1, 
which says, “Then Solomon began 
to build the house of the Lord. at 
Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where 
the Lord appeared unto David his 
father, in the place.that David had 


prepared in the theshingfloor ofl 2) 


Ornan the Jebusite.” Ornan was 
(Continued on Page 2) 


surely buy it of thee at-al 
price: 


costing him a cent! An inexpensive 
“way of serving God, wasn’t it? 
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DEATH SP O] < 


An appraisalof theFederal¢ ‘ancl § 
of the Churches of Christ in America 


By Rev. J. ErwinwWerieur, LL. D. 


Part IV. 


The Federal Council And 
The Organic Union Of 


é _ Protestantism 


We are determined not to be’ 
needlessly critical in dealing with. 
the issue of the Federal Council. 
We are, however, in deadly earnest 
about these matters, and we can- 
not allow personal friendships or 
respect for the sincerity of many 
with whom we do not agree to pre- 
vent us from speaking the truth as 
we see it. 

In its Annual Report of 1940, 
page 45, the Appraisal Committee 
of the Federal Council “suggests 
that the Council again formally 
address nonmember churches,: ask- 
ing whether, without compromise 
of cherished convictions, they can- 
not now accept constituent mem- 
bership in it for the sake of the 
commor. front so greatly needed in 
this day of crisis.” 

That the crisis exists and that 
unity of action is desirable, all will 
readily agree. That there is a wist- 
fulness in the hearts of millions 


we cannot doubt. But we must 
reply that we have convictions 
which are so deep and all im- 
portant to us that we cannot con- 
cede them even if it means a less 
inclusive unity. 

Personally, I see no hope that 


be no real unity at the expense of 
truth. We are unalterably opposed 
to many of the things for which the 
Council has always stood. We be- 
lieve that it is in mortal error doc- 
trinally. We are convinced that it 
is too strongly entrenched in its 
hostility to those doctrines which 
are most precious to us ever to 
change, although we are hopeful 
that many individuals who have 
been misled may return to faith. 
We can only hope that the state- 
ment of the issues which we are 
attempting to bring before the A- 
merican public, without bitterness 


for an inclusive common front, 
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unity can be achieved. There can’ 
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What It Costs To Be A 


Good Christian 


(Continued from Page Ai 


Araunah. And there in mount 
Moriah, later called Mount Zion, 
the temple was built, and the Lord 
said, “For now have I chosen and 
sanctified this house that my name 
may be there forever: and mine eyes 
and mine heart shall be there 

perpetually” (II Chron. 7:16). 

- David would never offer a burnt 
offering to the Lord of that which 
did not cost him anything. David 
was willing to pay the full price of 
discipleship. 

From this text I want to bring 
a Bible message showing what it 
costs to,be a good Christian, or the 
high cost of discipleship. 


Please get it clear that I am not 
talking about what it costs to be- 
come a Christian. I am talking 
rather, about what it costs to be 
a good Christian, after you are al- 
ready saved. There is a vast dif- 
ference between just being a Chris- 
tian, a converted man or woman 
saved by the blood, and being a 
really good Christian. For example, 
it is easy to get married. A girl can 
get married without money, with- 
_ out work; all she needs to do is 
say “Yes” and beat it to the office 
of the nearest Justice of the Peace 
or preacher! Multiplied thousands 
get married without ever having a 
serious thought about the matter, 
I fear. But after the girl is married, 
then to be a really. good wife,— 
that costs something! There is, a 
vast difference between being con- 
verted, a child of God, and really 
serving God acceptably. So this 
message is not about how to be 
saved. It is about how to serve 
God after you are saved. 


Let us have it settled to start 


with that salvation is free. God’s 
loving mercy and’grace have pro- 
vided salvation for all who will 
““Gome to the Lord Jesus with a 
penitent heart and trust Him. You 
cannot buy salvation, you cannot 
earn it. You must accept it as 
God’s free gift. It does not cost 
anything to be saved. All your la- 
bor, all your toil, all your sacrifice, 
all your tears, are utterly powerless 
and valueless to obtain salvation. 
The Bible plan of salvation is 
simply this, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begot- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). It 
is stated again in the words of 
Paul and Silas to the jailor, “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou ‘shalt be saved” (Acts 16:31). 
After your sins are forgiven and 
your soul is saved, then, if you 
really want to, serve God accept- 
ably, you should expect to pay a 
price. Throughout the Bible is this 
solemn teaching, that those who 
serve the Lord should count the 
cost. All who would be good ‘serv- 
ants of Jesus Christ, acceptable 
preachers or missionaries or soul- 
winners as lay Christians, all who 
would give a good testimony, must 
give and suffer and toil and be 
persecuted. ; 


Are you trying to serve God to- 
day without its costing you any- 
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thing? Do you offer to the Lord 
the kind of sacrifices that are 
really no sacrifices at all to you? 


When Jesus told the disciples of 
His own impending trial and con- 
demnation and crucifixion, He said; 
“If any. man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. And 
whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it: but whosoever will lose his 
life for my sake, the same shall 
save it’ (Luke 9:23, 24). If you 
expect a “Well done, good and 
faithful servant,” when you mect 
the Saviour, you must be prepared 
to suffer for Him.. The kind of 
service that does not cost anything 
is not worth anything and will not 
receive a reward when you meet 
the Saviour! 


It appears that when it comes to 
the matter of salvation, there are 
two sides. On one side is the Lord 
Jesus, perfect, good, holy and 
merciful. And this righteous and 
holy Saviour did all the suffering, 
all the dying, and paid all the 
price that needs to be paid for the 
sinner’s salvation. On the other 
side of the fence is the sinner. He 
is wholly wicked, there is nothing 
good about him to deserve salva- 
tion. All his righteousness is as 
filthy rags in God’s sight. (Isa. 
64:6) His heart is deceitful above 
all things and desperately wicked, 
however nice he may appear to be, 
outwardly. (Jer. 17:9) All the sin- 
ner can do is to accept freely the 
wonderful salvation that is offer- 
ed to him. Jesus does all the pay- 
ing. Jesus does all the atoning. All 
the real work of salvation is done 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, and a 
sinner may accept it or reject it, 
but he cannot earn it. 


But when the sinner trusts Christ 
for salvation and his sins are for- 
given, all being charged against 
Jesus and paid for, then the Lord 
Jesus seems to tenderly invite him, 
saying, “Will you come now over 
to my side, and help me bear the 
burden of the lost world? Will you 
come with me and suffer with me 
and follow me and help me to get 
others saved?” So one who comes 
for his own salvation finds nothing 
‘he can do to earn it or to buy it 
or to deserve it. But after one is al- 
ready saved, after one already re- 
ceives the free salvation and is in 
Christ, then he may help the Lord 
Jesus bear the burden of a dying 
world. 


Paul had this in mind when he 
said concerning himself, in Colos- 
sians 1:24, “Who now rejoice in 
my sufferings for you, and fill up 
that which is behind of the afflic- 
tions of Christ in my flesh for his 
body’s sake, which is the church.” 
Now that we are Christians we 
should live like Jesus lived. We: 
should have the same mind that 
was in Christ Jesus, we should toil 
and be burdened for sinners and 
enter into all the reproach and la- 
bors of the Lord Jesus. It really 
costs something to be a good Chris- 
tian! Salvation. does not cost, but 
discipleship, that is,.to be a real 
follower of Jesus, does cost great- 
ly. Has it cost you to serve Christ? 


I. WHAT IT COST BIBLE 
CHRISTIANS TO SERVE GOD 


The marvelous unity of the 
Scriptures is nowhere better illus- 
trated than in this fact, that in the 
Old Testament and New Testament 
alike, books written by some forty 
men, under the Holy Spirit’s di- 
rection, covering a period of fif- 
teen genturies or more, we have 
a unanimous testimony, that it 
costs much to be a real man or 
woman of God. It does not cost 


‘to be a Christian. It does greatly 


cost to be a good Christian. 


1. Noah 

Before the flood, Noah lived in 
a world given over to idolatry and 
license and violence, when every 
thought of the imagination of the 
hearts of men was evil and only 
evil continually, we are told. And 
Noah preached one hundred and 
twenty years, preached in the pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit, with no con- 
verts save his own wife, his three 
sons and their wives! Noah must 
have been known as the biggest 
nut the world had ever seen! He 
built an ocean liner of a boat, far 
from the sea, on high ground, and 
he talked about a flood that would 
cover the highest mountains. And 
everybody knew that that was un- 
scientific and impossible! 

After the flood began nobody 
thought Noah was a fanatical fool! 
And after the flood he was no 
longer in the minority but was in 
the majority! But do not think 
it was easy to build the ark and 
preach the gospel for a hundred 
and twenty years before the flood. 


2. Abraham 


Abraham’s flocks and herds were 
enormous. He had 318 slaves who 
were trained soldiers (Gen. 14:14) 
perhaps a thousand other servants. 
Abraham would be a millionaire 
in any man’s country. But to obey 
God he left his father’s country 
and his father’s house. He went 
into a strange country where he 
was a sojourner, and there this 
man, who could have had a king’s 
palace, lived the rest of his days 
in tents, with Sarah, called ‘“Prin- 
cess” and with Isaac the son of 
his old age. Abraham, for. the sake 
of his God, was willing to wait, 
for “he looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). It 
cost Abraham all his kinspeople, 
most of the luxuries and some 
of the comforts of life, and to 
wander in a strange land that will 
one day, when Christ returns, be- 
long to him. 


3. Jephthah 

Jephthah sacrificed his daughter 
according to his solemn vow made 
to the Lord. He promised God, that 
if God would give him victory over 
the enemies of Israel, then the first 
thing that came to meet him out 
of his own house he would offer as 
a burnt offering. That first to 
greet him was his own daughter! 
Men greatly differ about whether 
Jephthah should have made such 
an awful vow, but whatever we 
think, this much is certain: Jeph- 
thah was not willing to serve God 
without it costing him something. 
He kept his vow to God, though 
with a broken heart. Jephthah 
meant business! Serving God a- 
right, the death of his own daugh- 
ter, that, Jephthah thought, was 
not too much for the God who 
heard his prayer, and the God he 
served. Many of us have kept our 
children from God’s service by our 
selfishness! 


4, Jeremiah 

Jeremiah served the Lord too. 
He. was publicly slapped, he was/ 
jeered at and scorned. In prison 
he nearly starved to death in a 
muddy ‘dungeon. Jeremiah, because 
he foretold the judgment of God 
on Jerusalem, because he kept 
warning the people that, unless 


ruin faced them, was hated and 
punished. It cost Jeremiah some- 
thing to be true to God! 


3. Daniel and His Companions 

To serve God meant that Daniel 
should refuse to eat of the king’s 
meat and the wine which was serv- 
ed him. He had to be an oddity, 
a back number, an ‘old fogey’. 
Even when Daniel became famous 
and important, it cost him much 
to serve God. The conniving of 
his wicked enemies brought Daniel 
to where he must either quit his 
regular, thrice-daily prayer before 
the open windows towards Jerusa- 


‘1and they 


they sh | 
y should repent of their sins, ‘kneeled down, and cried with a 


lions’:den Daniel went. And let no 
one think it was easy. Daniel did 
not know whether he would re- 
turn alive or not. And added to 
the persecution of his enemies, 


Daniel bore always the burden of| in 


a broken heart over Israel. He of- 
ten fasted and prayed. He wept 
much before God. It is not an easy 
matter to be the kind of Christian 
that Daniel was. 


The same thing is true of Shad- 
rach, Meshach and Abed-nego, 
Daniel’s companions. They were 
“religious fanatics” as Daniel was. 
They would not eat what other 
people ate nor drink the wine that 
was furnished to the other young 
college men, their associates. When 
they were brought to the plain of 
Dura with the great multitude and 
commanded to bow down before the 
great image set up by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, they refused. When the in- 
struments of music made their 
great sound, three Jewish boys 
stood bold upright, when every- 
body else bowed down to the image 
to please the king. The hot anger 
of the king threatened them with 
certain death in the fiery furnace 
if they did not bow before the idol, 
were given a_ second 
chance. Their stirring answer is in 
Daniel 3:16-18, “O Nebuchadnez- 
zar, we are not careful to answer 
thee in this matter. If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to de- 
liver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us’out 
of thine hand, O king. But if not, 
be it known unto thee; O king, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which 
thou hast set up.” Oh the fury of 
Nebuchadnezzar, this first world 
ruler, when defied by three Jewish 
boys! The furnace was heated se- 
ven times hotter and they were 
bound and cast in. They trusted 
and hoped for deliveranee, but they 
were ready to die. They were de- 
termined not to worship the idol 
god, whether God would deliver 
them or not. The fire did not harm 
them, but only burned their bonds, 
and the Lord Jesus Himself came 
and walked that day in ‘the fiery 
furnace with these three who had 
served Him. so faithfully! Who 
knows but that this sight of these 
faithful lads, coupled with Dan- 
iel’s faithfulness, led King Nebu- 
chadnezzar to the true God that 
day! 

It was not easy to defy Nebu- 
chadnezzar, to go against all the 
customs of the age and stand true 
to God, facing death for Him. 

Do you think it ought to cost 
people less today to serve God? 


6. Stephen 


Stephen, like other Bible Chris- 
tians, scorned to serve God in a 
way that would cost him nothing. 
Knowing where it would lead, 
Stephen preached the mighty ser- 
mon of Acts, chapter seven, when 
he was on trial for his life. Throw- 
ing aside his fears, he held up Jesus 


crucified Him. “Then they cried 
out with a loud voice; and stopped 
their ears, and ran upon him with 
one accord, and cast him out of 
the city, and stoned him: and the 
witnesses laid down their clothes 
at a young man’s feet, whose name 
was Saul. And they stoned Stephen, 
calling upon God, and saying, Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit. And he 


loud voice, Lord, lay not this: sin 
to their charge. And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep” (Acts 7: 
57-60). Oh, when I see Stephen in 
Heaven I hope I will not be asham- 
ed! I hope that my kind of Chris- 
tianity and his are the same. kind, 
my devotion to Christ and his, a- 
like. It cost Stephen being pounded 
to death with rocks, stoned to a 
bloody pulp in the dirt. Should it 


cost us nothing then, to serve God? 


7. Paul 
Paul the Apostle was an out- 


standing example of one who suf-/ 


lem, in effect deny his God, or he 


must go to the lions’ den. So to the 
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fered for Christ. He had a tender, 
loving heart, but he never married. 


and condemned these men who had |. 


He gave up all thought of a home 
or a family for himself in order that 
he might give himself without any 
reserve to keeping souls out of Hell! 
What did it cost him? He tells us 
II Corinthians 4:8-10, “We are 
troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; we are perplexed, but 
not in despair; persecuted, but not 
forsaken; cast down, but not de- 
stroyed; always bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our 
b ody. ” 

Again he récounts, in II Corinth- 
ians 11:23-28, andthere Paul tells 
us what it cost him to serve Christ. 


“Are they ministers of Christ? 
(I speak as a fool) I am more; in 
labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews 
five times received I forty stripes 
save one. Thrice was I beaten with 
rods, once was I-stoned, thrice I 
suffered shipwreck, a night and a 
day I have beeri in the deep; in 
journeyings often, in perils of wa- 
ters, in perils of robbers, in perils 
by mine own countrymen, in perils 
by the heathen, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in 
perils in the sea, in perils among 
false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, 
in cold and nakedness. Beside those 
things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of 
all the churches.” 

Paul was compelled to fight the 
wild beasts at Ephesus, probably in 
gladiatorial combat (I Cor. 15:32). 
From Damascus he fled for his 
life, being let down through a win- 
dow in a basket outside the city 
wall (II Cor.~11:32, 33). At Lystra 
he was stoned and left for dead 
(Acts 14:19). Paul could say “I 
bear in my body the marks of the 
Lord Jesus” (Gal. 6:17). All who 
would be Christians like Paul must 
expect that their service for God 
will cost them something. Oh for 
others who will live and labor and 
suffer like Paul, in order to win 
souls and serve the Lord in this 
wicked world! 


_All these were saved by simple 
faith in Christ. But they then 
proved good Christians, and it cost 
them much. I once loved to think 
of what a good time I ‘will have 
when I get to Heaven, talking to 
Paul and Stephen, martyrs , and 
heroes of the Cross. I wanted to get 

(Continued.on Page 4.) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


‘PAGE THREE 


The Way Ahead 


(Continued: from Page 1.) 


have not passed this way hereto- 
fore.” Ahead of them lie new 
difficulties, new opportunities, new 
experiences, new joys, new victor- 
ies, and new evidences of God’s 
power; but they have not passed 
this way before. 


Life is made up of new exper- 
iences, new opportunities, new de- 
velopments, and new conditions. 
The future you face is unknown. 
Is it not strange that men, by test- 
ing winds and moisture and air 
pressures, can tell what tomorrow 
is going to be like, whether it will 
be rainy or cloudy, but nobody 
can tell you what your life is going 
to be like tomorrow, whether there 
will be showers of sorrow or the 
sun beams of joy for you? Man 
can, by going back into the past 
and digging up the earth which has 
covered the cities that have fallen 
into ruins long ago and by studying 
those ruins and the records of past 
civilization, predict some what the 
course of present civilization— for 
history does repeat itself. But, no 
man can tell you definitely what 
is going to happen in your life 
tomorrow. You face a future that 
is unknown#You are going to walk 
an unknown way. In a certain 
sense you ‘know what tomorrow is 
going to bring; you know that if 
your health holds out, you will be 
expected to go to class tomorrow 


and you will be expected to know 


your lesson. You know that inthe 
natural order of things, we shall 
have Thanksgiving Day, and 
Christmas Day will also come; 
then we shall have the Bible Con- 
ference, and ahead will be Com- 
mencement. My, how swiftly those 
days are going'to fly by. In one 
sense, we know in a general way 
what the future holds, but no one 
of us knows who will be here. at 
Christmas time or Thanksgiving— 
the Lord may come before then; 
we may celebrate Christmas in 
His presence. Or, death may come 
for us, or conditions at home may 
necessitate our leaving school. We 
plan our future simply in the hope 
that as God leads, we will be able 
to realize tomorrow the dreams of 
today. The future is unknown. No 


-‘man has walked the path of to- 


MoO;rrow. . 


God Leads Into The Future 

The children of Israel were going 
to be led into the future by God, 
and God said, “This is a way you 
have not gone before.” But, they 
are going to be led in a way that 
He will reveal. So in the instruc- 
tions which He gives to Joshua, 
and which Joshua passes on to the 
people, this is the plan: The 
priests will take the ark up and 
march down into the river, and as 
soon as the soles of the feet of the 
priests who are carrying the 
ark upon their shoulders touch 
the waters, the waters will be- 
gin to divide. History is repeating 
itself a bit here. Forty years ago 
they came out of Egypt, the armies 
of Pharaoh pursued them, and they 
stood on the shore of the Red Sea; 
the army in battle array was. be- 
hind them and ahead the treach- 
erous waters of the deep. At that 
time Moses lifted up the rod of 
God and the sea divided. Moses 
is dead now, buried in a lonely 
grave known only to God. There 
are only two people in all that 
company who saw the Red Sea 
divide, Caleb and Joshua. The 
others have heard about it from 
their fathers and mothers, but all 
who came out of the land of 
Egypt, save these two, are gone. 
Now God is going to give to 
Israel the assurance that He who 
led them out of Egypt. and divid- 
ed the waters of the Red Sea is still 
their God and will divide the 
waters that now separate them 


from the Land of Promise. As thé 


priests go into the water and their 
feet touch the river, the river be- 
gins to divide, the waters are held 


heap above them, and they are on 
dry ground, The priests march in- 
to the middle of the river bed and 
stand there with the ark upon their 
shoulders until all Israel passes by 
the ark “clean over Jordan.” 


God May Lead in Strange 
Paths 


“You have not passed this way 
heretofore.” No man had ever pass- 
ed that way, for their pathway led 
through the wet bed of the river, 
land that had been covered by 
water as far back as man could 
remember. It was a strange path- 
way, but God may lead you in 
strange paths like that, my friend. 
God may lead you through rivers. 
All men pass through river beds 
sometime, and God , does not al- 
ways hold back the waters. He lets 
the water come up to the thigh and 
up to the shoulder, but He pro- 
mises that the water shall not-over- 
flow. 

The rivers of sorrow! Young peo- 
ple do not know a great deal about 
sorrow. I heard a woman who teach- 
es Bible classes say, “I don’t like to 
teach young people. They have no 
marks on their faces; their faces 
are like books in which nothing 
has .been’ written. They have not 
suffered. They have not sorrowed.”’ 
But I said, “Think of the privilege 
of talking to young lives on which 
you can make an imprint, lives 
that haven’t been all written full 
of the wrong sort of writing.” Your 
faces are not marked, because most 
of you have not faced sorrow. But 
there will be sorrows. There is no 
life that is ever lived entirely in 
the sunshine. God sends the clouds 
sometimes that we may appreciate 
more the joy of the radiance of 
happy days. You will have to go 
through the rivers of sorrow, but 


'God has promised that He who 


held back the waters for the chil- 
dren of Israel to go through dry 
shod will go with you and the wa- 
ters will not overflow. 

There are rivers of fear. Many 
young people in these uncertain 
days are afraid of the future. Per- 
haps you sit here afraid, afraid of 
the possibility of failure in your 
school work this year, afraid that 
your money will not hold out, 
afraid that you will not measure 
up to the standard of the other 
students. You have a complex, a 
fear complex. I talked to a fine 
young lady yesterday and she said, 
‘I’m always afraid somehow I 
won’t measure up to the thing the 
Lord expects of me.” You know, 
you should be afraid of only one 
thing—afraid that you will not 
trust the Lord and lean upon Him. 
Otherwise, you need have no fear 
of today or tomorrow. The God 
who goes before and pushes back 
the waters of a stream to make 
possible the passage of His people 
when He would lead them ‘across, 
will go before and hold back the 
waters so, though they may come 
to the very mouth of His child, 
they will not overflow you. Every 
man sometime, if the Lord tarries, 
goes through the dark waters of 
death. But even then, the Lord, 
who Himself went through death, 
having tasted death for every man, 
will go with us in that hour when 
we cross the waters of death. 


It Is A Clear Way 

The unknown future, hidden by 
the mist that God draws like a 
veil over the tomorrow and the 
tomorrows after tomorrow, is an 
unknown way; and yet we are told 
that it is a clear way. In the same 
verse from which ye may know 
is this phrase, “that ye may know 
the way by which ye must go,” It 
was for this reason that the waters 
were pushed back, not only to keep 
the Israelites from being swept a- 
way by the treacherous river, but 
that they might see the path which 
God had carved out for them 
through the muck of the river bed. 
The way always becomes clear 


back upstream and pile up in a 
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when we are obedient to God. You 


.; need have no fear, young folks, of 


not knowing the. way, if you are 
willing to obey God. Obedience is 
always the secret of revelation for 
your life. God does not reveal His 
plans to a man who is unwilling, 
constantly unwilling, to obey God’s 
will for his life. God is not going 
to make known to you His will for 
you tomorrow, unless you are the 
kind of person who obeys His will 
as it is revealed to you today. The 
man who would know the will of 
God must be a man who obeys the 
will of God. 

The Israelites were told to keep 
two thousand cubits away from the 
ark. That is almost three-quarters 
of a mile. There was a reason for 
that command. There were a great 
host of people, thousands upon 
thousands, and they were to stay 
that far away so that every man in 
that host might see the ark ahead. 
Had they pressed close upon it, 
only those in the front ranks of the 
assembly could have seen the ark. 
But God wanted every man, wo- 
man and child in Israel to see the 
manner in which the way was 
opened for them to go across, so 
He sends the ark three-quarters of 


-a mile ahead of all of them. He 


said, ‘““When ye see the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord your God, 
and the priests the Levites bear- 
ing it, then ye shall remove from 
your place, and go after it. Yet 
there shall be a space between you 
and it, about two thousand cubits.” 

I know young folks who are not 
willing to wait patiently upon the 
Lord. Perhaps you, in the impet- 
uous spirit of youth, try to push 
God. You are not willing for God 
to give you the proper training be- 
fore you get out and go into ser- 
vice. I have seen young people who 
had such a passion for souls that 
they wanted to go to the mission 
field before any mission board 
would send them, because they were 
not prepared for the mission field. 
Others I have known were so eager 
to be in the pulpit preaching the 
Gospel that they were not willing 
to wait the two thousand cubits of 
preparation behind the ark of God’s 
leading for their lives. It is won- 
derful to serve the Lord, but it. is 
wonderful to wait upon the: Lord 
also, And the God who led ‘them 
through Jordan and up against ‘the 
very walls. of forbidding™ Jericho, 
that very God was the God who 
said, “Wait!” Keep the proper per- 
spective. It is important to see the 
spiritual side from the proper per- 
spective. Two thousand cubits they 
were to wait behind. 


Assurance From The Past 

The memory of past blessings 
is the greatest assurance of bless- 
ing yet to come. I talked to a young 
man, one of our fine young stu- 
dents, a few days ago, and he said 
to me, “You know, Dr. Bob, I wish 
you would pray with me. I have a 
little bit of uncertainty in my life 
about what I’m’ going to do to- 
morrow. I’m always a little afraid 
that I won’t do what I ought to do. 
I look at myself and see what little 
talent I have and am conscious of 
my own weakness until I become 
fearful that I will fail God.” 

I said to that young man, “God 
never'yet called you into a position 
where He didn’t also supply the 
need of talent, intellect and wis- 
dom, giving you the strength and 
judgment to meet that responsibil- 
ity, did He?” The young man said, 
“No, He never has.” I said, “That’s 
the best assurance in the world that 
He never will.” 

In the book of Deuteronomy. the 
seventh chapter, it is recorded that 
God had said to Israel, “Do not 
be afraid of these folks in. the land 
and their high cities that you are 
going to have to overcome; do not 
be afraid of these kings. You need 
not be afraid of them. Just remem- 
ber ‘what the Lord thy God did 
unto Pharaoh, and unto all 
Egypt.’” The best assurance the 
children of Israel could have that 
the Lord was going to stand by 
them and give them victory over 
the seven kings that possessed the 
land was the victory which God 
had given them over Pharaoh and 


all Egypt. Pharaoh was more 
mighty than all the seven kings to- 
gether. Young people, as you look 
back over your life and see how 
God has led you and how He has 
supplied your needs, you can be 
very sure that the way ahead will 
be cleared for your feet. What is 
the best assurance that my finan- 
cial needs will be supplied this 
year. The fact that God supplied 
them last year. What is the best 
assurance I can have that God’s 
love will continue to enfold my life 
with its blessing and glory? The 
fact that in past years His love has 
been manifested in a thousand 
ways. 

The way ahead, young. folks, 
may be dark and uncertain. This 
year you are going to pass a way 
that you have never passed before. 
But, you have the assurance from 
the ways you have walked in the 
past, that the God who has led 
and provided will lead and pro- 
vide in the days ahead. 


Christ Has Cleared The Way 

The ark was the symbol of the 
Divine Presence in their midst. The 
ark, you remember, was made in 
the wilderness by God’s orders and 
according to the specifications that 
He had given. Upon the ark were 
the figures of two cherubim bend- 
ing over the Mercy Seat, and on 
that Mercy Seat was the shining 
glory of the Shekinah, the light 
which represented God’s presence in 
their midst; but that Mercy Seat 
was sprinkled with blood. The way 
ahead is a clear way because the 
Lord Jesus Christ has made it 
clear. He it is who went to the 
cross and shed His blood, and with 
that blood He, the great High 
Priest, sprinkled the Mercy Seat. 
The way, I say, is clear because he 
made it clear even into the very 
presence of God. 

That visible ark that represented 
God’s presence in their midst spoke 
ef the redemption of the Lord Je- 
sus who was to come, The ark 
contained the tables of the Law. 
The children of Israel were going 
into a land where they were to be 
governed by the Law which God 
had given them. In the wilderness 
they were governed by the Law, 
yes, but they were governed in an- 
other fashion, too. God gave unto 
Moses, and in turn unto Joshua, 
certain powers over the people, and 
they were to speak for the Lord. 
The Lord spoke to Josuha or to 


i Moses, and they in turn spoke for 


the Lord to the people. But Israel 
was going into the land where the 
people were to be ruled as any na- 
tion is ruled by certain laws. 

In the ark with the blood on the 
Mercy Seat, speaking of God's 
atonement for man in the person of 
Christ—mercy based on propitia- 
tion—was the law. And in the land 
to which they were going they 
were to be a nation governed by 
law. Up to this time they had 
been led by the pillar of fire and 
the pillar of cloud. But now they 
were led by the ark, and the ark 
spoke not only of divine mercy; 
it also spoke of divine law. In the 
tomorrows in Bob Jones College, 
you are going to be governed by 
law, the rules of this institution. 
And God expects you to keep the 
proper perspective on law as He 
expects you to sais if< on spiritual 


things. 


A Directed Way 
Not only was the way ahead to 
be a clear way, but it was also to 
be a directed way. The tenth verse 
of this chapter tells us, “Hereby ye 
shall know that the living God is 


among you.” How may you know] 


it? By the miracle of the pushing 
aside of the water, the dry land 
provided, and the open way. The 
proper perspective and the proper 
spiritual position are necessary in 
order to receive divine direction. 
When you see the ark go, “go| 
after it,” but keep the proper 
distance..God’s methods of leading 
vary. The pillar of fire and the 
pillar.of cloud were no longer to 
‘lead them, but the visible ark. The 
pillar of fire and the cloud of 
darkness that had sap them were 


sent by God, they were super- 
natural things; the ark was a 
natural thing, supernaturally en- 
dowed. My friends, your life is a 
natural thing, but when the Lord 
Jesus Christ changes your life, and 
God’s Holy Spirit in the new birth 
comes to indwell you, it becomes 
supernaturally endowed and di- 
vinely indwelt. Now, they were no 
longer to be led by the supernatu- 
ral. They were to be led by the 
natural, consecrated and endowed. 
God may have led you in the past 
in a very supernatural way, and 
who, looking back on his life, fails 
to see definite miracles where God 
did the unusual and the strange? 
He may not lead you that way in 
Bob Jones College. God brought 
you to this place. He may choose 
here to lead you through natural 
means, by the advice of people to 
whom God gives. wisdom to advise 
you. You may not be led by any 
miraculous manifestation but by 
the advice of some person in the 
Christian faculty who is trained to 
give you advice. You may be 
led here by rules and regulations 
along a schedule of daily study 
and hard work and preparation 
for the work of life. God does not 
always lead in the same way, but 
God always leads! Young friend, 
the God who leads in the natural 
way is the same God who leads in 
the supernatural way. There is 
nothing which is not sacred in your 
life, when that life has been blessed 
with the 
God’s Holy Spirit and has been 
consecrated by His love, who is the 
love of God manifest in the flesh. 

That leading into the Promised 
Land was merely a continuation of 
the wilderness leading. God still 
led, the God who led by the pillar 
of fire and the pillar of cloud, led 
by the ark as it went into the 
river. That victory over the River 
Jordan promised victories ahead. 
That victory over the waters 
promised victory over the walls of 
Jericho. That victory over the 
separating stream that held them 
out from the land, promised 
victory over the high“fortifications 
of the city that seemed to threat- 
en to keep them from possessing 
the land when they got in. 


The Way Of Victory And 
Blessing 


and not only was it a clear way, 
but that way ahead was the way 


for ahead lay a land flowing with 
milk and honey, a land promised 
to their fathers, to Abraham and 
Isaac and to Jacob, a land in which 
all dreams of Jewish nationalism 
would come true and all the 
aspirations of a wondering people, 


be realized as they became a na- 
tion. Young folks, the man who 
follows God, though he may walk 
in an unknown way, will walk in 
a way which is directed and which 
becomes clear as the forward step 
needs to be taken, and in a way 
that leads always to victory. “This 
is the way, walk ye in it.” If the 
people of Israel had had more 
faith in God and been obedient 
to his voice, they would not have 
(Céntinued on Page 8.) 
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What It Costs To Be A 


Good Christian 
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(Continued from Page 2.) 
Paul to tell me about the long 
years as a prisoner, with the chains 
on his hands and feet day and 
night. I thought I would like for 
Paul to tell me about the day they 
led him out of Rome and chopped 
off his head. I thought I should 
ask Stephen to let me see some 
scars (if there could be any scars 
in Heaven) from the stones that 
had battered his face and brokcn 
his bones and crushed his skull 
when he died outside Jerusalem, 
with his face like the face of an 
angel and with his voice pleading 
with God not to lay this sin to the 
charge of his murderers! But oh, 
what would I say if Stephen asked 
me to show him my scars! How 
could I hold up my end of the con- 
versation, if it centered around a 
life of sacrifice and toil and the loss 
of friendships and all things dear! 
What would I have to say about 
imprisonment, or poverty, or 
shame, or persecution; of actual 
hunger and beatings and chains, 
borne for Christ’s sake? 

How would I feel at home in 
Heaven with those saints déscribed 
in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
who lived in sheepskins and goat- 
skins, who lived in caves and wan- 
dered in the mountains, who were 
sawn asunder, were burned at the 
stake, “of whom the world was not 
worthy.” How would I compare 
with those saints and martyrs? Oh, 
beloved Christians, if you want to 
shine in Heaven then you had bet- 
ter expect to pay a price for serv- 
ing God in this world. 


Il. THE EXAMPLE OF THE 
LORD JESUS TEACHES US 
SACRIFICE AND SUF- 
FERING 


'~---eets -wortderful to call Christ 


Saviour. All those who put their 
trust in Him have a right to call 
_ Jesus Saviour and tto call God 
“Our Father Who art in Heaven”. 
The smallest child, the newest con- 
vert, who has definitely accepted 
the pardon purchased for us on 
Calvary, can rightly call Jesus 
Saviour. But to call Him Lord ‘is 
a different matter, and the Lord 
Jesus deserves to be Lord of all. 
If you call Jesus Saviour, do you 
also call Him Lord? Is He your 
boss? Is He your example? Do 
you follow Him? 


The example of the Lord Jesus 
teaches us this, that it should cost 
us somethiug to serve God. How 
many Scriptures tell us to follow 
Christ, to be like Christ, to work 
like Christ! First Peter 2:21 says 
“For even hereunto were ye called: 
because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that 
ye should follow his steps.” Jesus 
suffered for us, and he left us an 
example that we should follow his 
steps! The novel by Charles M. 
Sheldon, called IN HIS STEPS, 
or What Would Jesus Do, was 


based on this idea alone. 30,000,000 


copies have been printed, and 
millions have learned from it that 
every Christian should always try 
to do simply what he believes that 
Jesus Christ would do in his place. 
So Jesus suffered, and we should 
follow His example and suffer for 
Him, follow in His steps. 

In Philippians 2:5-8, we are 
commanded to have the same 
. attitude of mind that Jesus had. 
‘Yet this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus: Who, 
being in the form of God, thought 
it not robbery to be equal with 
God: but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and’ became 
obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross.” 
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We are to have the mind of 
Christ. And this mind of Christ 
led Him to give up Heaven for the 
earth, led Him to give up His will 
for the Father’s will, and made 
Him obedient to death, even the 
death of the cross! And that 
suggests that a life of burden, of 
self-surrender and suffering awaits 
those who truly have the mind of 
Christ, who follow in His steps. In 
John 14:12 we are told, “He that 
beliéveth on me, the works that 
I do shall he do also.” In John 20: 
21. we read that Jesus: told the 
digciples, ‘‘As my Father hath sent 
mé, evén so send I you.” In John 
15:18 we are told, “If the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you.” And in 
John 15:20 the Saviour continued 
on the same theme, saying, 
“Remember the word that I said 
unto you, The servant is not 


persecuted me, they will also 

persecute you; if they have kept 

my saying, they will keep your’s 

also.” 

- Oh, dear Christian, do you 

believe that you are any better 

than your Master, the Lord Jesus? 

If He suffered, should you not 

suffer, too? If people hated Him, 

then would they -not hate you, 

too, if you were like Him and if 

you were near Him? Thomas Shep- 

herd wrote: 

Must Jesus bear the cross alone, 

And all the world go free? 

No, there’s a cross for ev’ry one, 

And there’s a cross for me. 

And remember that Isaac Watts 
says, 

Must I be carried to the skies, 

On flowery beds of ease? 

While others fought to win the 
prize, 

And sailed through bloody seas? 


Sure I must fight, if I would reign: 
Increase my courage, Lord; 

I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 
Supported by Thy word. 

The example of the Lord Jesus 
proves that any Christian who 
really serves God must expect to 
pay a heavy cost for it. It does not 
cost to get saved, but oh, it does 
cost to serve the Lord Jesus ac- 
ceptably and do the work that He 
has left us to do. 


Ill. WHAT IT OUGHT TO COST 
A CHRISTIAN TO SERVE 
GOD 


Let us prayerfully consider just 
what it ought to cost a Christian 
to be a good Christian. What ought 
it to cost one to serve God with all 
of his heart? 


1. It Ought To Cost Money 
To Serve God 

When David said, “Nay; but I 
will surely buy it of thee at a price: 
neither will I offer burnt-offerings 
unto the Lord my God of that 
which doth cost nothing,” he refer- 
red to actual cash money. And he 
bought the threshingfloor and the 
oxen for fifty shekels of silver. And 
that suggests that Christians ought 
always to expect it to cost money 
to serve God. 


Now I believe that preachers 
ought not to set any particular 
price on their services, and I be- 
lieve they ought to be willing to 
trust God completely about these 
matters. Many preachers have 
greatly hindered their ministry by 
being too much concerned about 
what they should receive. But at 
the same time it would be a griev- 
ous sin for a preacher not to teach 
the people what God says about 
giving. People ought to be taught 
that serving God acceptably 1s 
bound to include a cost in dollars 
and cents. | 


I have known of some preachers 


greater than his lord. If they have}: 


who, in order to be independent 
and not be accused of commercial- 
ism, have made their own living 
and have preached on the side with- 
out salary. But in every such case 
as far as I know, the churches fail- 
ed to prosper, Christians were not 
taught to serve God with a whole 
heart. 


Many pastors say that they are 
embarrassed to take offerings or 
collections in church services, and 
many a pastor has said, “I wish. 
it were never necessary.” But that 
attitude is wrong. I believe that 
people ought to be taught that giv- 
ing is right. The work does not 
need the money so much as people 
need to give. To give money for 
the service of Christ and to get out 
the gospel is a great privilege and 
a pastor would sin against his peo- 
ple if he does not give them that 
opportunity and teach them of this 
blessing and this grace. How I 
thank God for the day I learned 
the lesson that I could safely trust 
Him with the tithes and offerings 
and that He would look after my 
needs. Oh, how’ much people lose 
if they do not put God first on the 
money question! 


But in these fat days of war 
salaries when anybody’can get a 
well paid job, no matter how poor 
his training nor how ordinary his 
work, I fear that most of us do not 
know anything about real sacrifice. 
The churches, it may be, have 
plenty of money for their needs 
and preachers get salaries enough, 
perhaps, but I fear that the money 
that is given is largely 
just a surplus and it . does 
not represent any sacrifice. What 
we give to God is too often just 
incidental, merely ‘chicken feed’ 
like the tips we give a red-cap or 
porter or waitress; like the money 
so carelessly spent for an evening’s 
entertainment, for a soda or news- 
paper or shoe shine or carfare. To 
the average Christian, I fear, his 
giving is only an incidental matter. 
The average Christian has just as 
much to eat as he would have if 
he did not give his dime or dollar 
or several dollars to the church. 
The average Christian wears just 
as nice clothes as if he did not give 
a cent. All the money the average 
Christian gives to take the gospel 
to the whole world, for the support 
of all the orphans and Christian 
poor, for missions at home and 
abroad and for his local church 
does not mean that he ever has to 
do without dessert or postpone the 
buying of a suit, or do without a 
new car! 


I remember the days of my po- 
verty-stricken boyhood near a little 
west’ Texas cow town. The pastor 
in the little Baptist church preach- 
ed two Sundays a month and the 
other two Sundays he preached in 
another town. Comparing what I 
remember of his sermons with 
those I hear today, I am convinced 
that he was a profound Bible 
preacher who preached with a 
pathos and fervor as well as with 
solid doctrine, that might well be 
the envy of pastors in many great 
pulpits today. Naturally his pay 
was small. I recall that he wore the 
same blue serge suit, winter and 
summer, for four long years. On 
week days at home he wore over- 
alls, but that blue serge suit was 
his winter suit and his summer suit. 
It was worn slick. Once a great 
rally of Baptist people was planned 
for our part of the state at Wichita 
Falls. A group of church members 
with loving devotion, talked among 
themselves and raised $20 to give 
dear Brother Longan to buy him a 
new suit. How proud he was of that 
suit he planned to get! In Archer 
City, where he lived, nothing could 
be found to’ suit his taste. If you 
only buy one suit in four years, 
and have only $20, you can be 
particular. So the dear man of God 
waited until he went to Wichita 
Falls and thought, “Between serv- 
ices I will go down to the stores 
and find just the suit I want for 


my $20.” But in the services mis- 


sionaries were on the program. And 
one missionary told of the lost, un- 
reached millions of China. He said 
that approximately one-fourth of 
the population of the whole earth 
was there and that the vast ma- 
jority of them had never even heard 
about Jesus Christ! He told of the 
hunger of heart found, and oh, 
how badly new missionaries were 
needed! And young men and wom- 
en were ready if only the money 
could be found to send them. A 
collection was taken and the dear 
preacher said, “Lord, this suit I 
have has done me for four years 
and it can do another year. I_am 
not going to have a new suit if it 
may mean that somebody-in China 
will never hear the gospel and will 
go to Hell.” So he put in the whole 
$20 in the offering and how proud- 
ly and gladly he wore that same 
shiny blue serge back to his home 
and then to his churches to preach 
the gospel! 

And I tell you, Christians, we 
who must have dessert on the table 
every day, must have hardwood 
floors and tile baths, and deep piled 
rugs, and pleasant-window drapes 
and nice cars, and fine clothes and 
meat at every meal—lI tell you 
that one day the uncounted mil- 
lions of the lost who have never 
heard the gospel will rise up a- 
gainst us in the judgment to ac- 
cuse us that our giving never 
really meant anything! They wiil 
say that it never cost us anything 
to serve God! Our comforts and 
luxuries we value more than keep- 
ing souls out of an eternal Hell! 

If you have as much to eat and 
wear as you would have. without 
giving, then certainly you have not 
given ehough. Oh, that we might 
love the Lord Jesus enough that it 
really cost us something in money! 


2. Serving God Ought to Cost 
a Christian Much Time 
and Labor 

Paul said he was “in labours 
more abundant.” He told the elders 
at Ephesus that “by the space of 
three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with 
tears’ (Acts 20:31). He often la- 
bored with his own hands, not only 
making a living for himself but 
providing for the needs of his work- 
ers who were with him. 

Moses carried the heavy burden 
of the responsibility for the whole 
nation. of Israel. He likened it to 
carrying them all, as a nursing fa- 
ther would, in his arms. 

Whoever understood the real la- 
bor and toil of the Saviour! He was 
driven night and day by His loving 
urge-to do the will of the Father, 
to fulfill the Scriptures, to help the 
sick and sinning, to save souls. 


I work.” (John 5:17) Jesus had a 
crisis to meet, a crucifixion to suf- 
fer, an atonement to accomplish, 
and He said, “How am I straiten- 
ed till it be accomplished!” (Luke 
12:50). , 

So does it seem strange if God 
demands a man’s time and labor? 


“My Father worketh hitherto, and. 


Our church rolls today are filled 
largely with people who only at- 
tend services occasionally without 
doing any of the sweat and labor 
of getting people saved. How many 
do house to house visiting, earnest- 
ly seeking to win souls day after 
day? How many give much time 
to study and prayer and waiting on 
God and really teaching the Word 
of God to everyone who will hear? 


- Once I was assistant pastor of a 
fine church, and in my hands were 
placed some of the financial ar- 
rangements of the church, A well- 
to-do Christian man in the church. 
instructed me to simply write a 
check on his account each week for 
a certain amount for the church 
budget. For some weeks I followed 
that plan and then I quit it. I 
thought that any man who wanted 
to give money to the Lord’s cause 
ought to give more attention and 
time to the matter than that. After 
the first of the month he reproach- 
ed ime, saying, “Brother Rice, I . 
find that no checks have been 
drawn on my account this month 
for the Lord’s work. Go ahead and 
write a check for me each week. I 
yam glad to give the money. I just 
simply do not like to take the time 
to think of it each week and give 
attention to the matter. I am glad 
for you to write the checks and I 
am glad to give the money.” 


But I replied, “If you cannot 
give God enough time to even write 
your own checks for His cause, I 
do not think He wants your money. 
You can write your own checks, or 
the church will do without your 
offerings.” Why should God want 
anybody’s money when he doesn't 
have enough of one’s interest and 
time to even write a check or to 
turn ‘the money over to the Lord’s 
cause? 

Remember that the Saviour said 
in Luke 10:2, “The harvest truly 
is great, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into ‘his harvest.” God 
demands your toil and your time. 
Your best thought, your most ear- 
nest labor, the longest hours are 
all_too little to give to the Lord 
Jesus who bought you and paid 
for you with His own blood. 


3. Serving God Ought to Cost 
a Christian The Affection 
of Friends and Loved 

: Ones 

Some people have the foolish 
idea that to be a really good Chris- 
tian makes everybody love you, 
but that is false. The better Chris- 
tian you are, the more people will 
treat you as they treated the Lord 
Jesus. And men hated Him, lied 
about Him, tried to throw Him 
over a cliff, tried to stone Him. 
Later; when God’s time was come, 
they were allowed to spit in His 
face, to pluck out His beard, to 
hit Him over the head with a reed 
when He was blindfolded, saying, 
“Prophesy ... who... smote 
thee?” He was beaten with a Rom- 


an scourge, stripped of His gar- 
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ments, 
cross 
mocked Him while He died. Re- 


member that Jesus said, “If the 


and nailed to a Roman|was largely ostracised by the Bap- 
where the howling crowd 


tists of Great Britain, and he with- 
drew from the denomination be- 
cause of what he called “the down- 


world hate you, ye know that it} grade movement,” away from the 


hated me before it hated you.” The 
right kind of a Christian will lose 


friends for Jesus. 


I was greatly impressed the other 
night to hear Dr. Louis T. Talbot, 
President of Los Angeles Bible In- 
stitute and pastor of The Church of 


the Open Door, when he said, “I 


thank God for my friends, and I 


thank God for my enemies!” 


Joseph’s brethren hated him and 


inspiration of the Bible. 

John Wesley, an Episcopal 
clergyman, educated in Oxford, was 
shut out of his own church and 
preached instead to the assembled 
multitudes who gathered around as 
he stood upon his father’s tomb- 
stone! 

Billy Sunday, who was used of 
God to win hundreds of thousands 
of souls, was criticised by the mass 


sold him into slavery. Daniel’s fel-| of preachers over America as a 


low governors hated him dnd plan- 
ned to have him slain. They had 
him cast into the lion’s den but 
God delivered him. The priests of 
Baal hated Elijah and Jezebei 
swore to kill him because he de- 
idolatry. Herodias 
hated John the Baptist because he 
condemned her adultery and Herod 
cut off his head. The Pharisees and 
the Judaizers hated Paul with ‘a 
burning hatred and forty men took 
an oath they would neither eat nor 
drink until they slew him! -This 
idea that the better Christian you 
are the milder and gentler you will 
be and the more everybody will 
love you is a false idea, contrary 


nounced her 


to the Scriptures. 


Now and then people say about 
some preacher, that “he hasn’t an 
enemy in the world.” If that be 
' true about any preacher, then God 
pity him, he has not been true to 
Christ, for Jesus said, “Blessed are 
they which are persecuted for right- 
for their’s is the 


eousness’ sake: 


with the pure in heart, the meek, 
they-that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness and the peacemakers, 


mountebank, as a money-grabber, 
as a sensationalist. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, one of the 
greatest evangelists and greatest 
Bible teachers America has ever 
known, the man who set up the 
curriculum and was the first dean 
at Moody Bible Institute, the man 
who later did the same thing for 
Los Angeles Bible Institute and 
founded the Church of the Open 
Door, is even today, though in 
glory, called a fanatic on the Holy 
Spirit by multitudes of so-called 
Bible teachers who never had a 
great revival and who rarely, if 
ever, win a soul! 

Men who preach as Elijah did 
against idolatry, as John the Bap- 
tist did against adultery, as Paul 
did against religious formalism and 
salvation by works,.or as Stephen 
did about those who reject Christ, 
will lose friends. Jesus said, “I 
came not to send peace, but a 
sword” (Matt. 10:34). He said, 
“A man’s foes shall be they of his 


really laid her life all on the altar 
for God, would break an unholy 
engagement with someone who is 


Jesus blessed those that are talked} not a Christian, and who, therefore, 


about, those who lose their friends 


those who are hated and persecuted 


for His sake! 


I say any man who lives for 
Christ like he ought to, will lose 


friends. If you do not believe it 


then you should hear how those 
who claim sinless perfection talk 
about Dr. Ironside who found him- 
self, “only holy in spots,” as he 
said, and ceased to claim “entire 
sanctification,” and “the eradica- 
tion of the carnal nature” as they 


did. 


You should hear what tavern 
keepers, brewers and distillers, with 
some drunkards and their political 
friends, say about Dr. Morris, The 
Voice of Temperance broadcaster! 

You should hear what Seventh 
so-called 


Day Adventists and 
Christian Scientists say about Dr 


Louis T. Talbot, who has so well 


exposed their unchristian doctrines 


- You should hear what modern- 
ist leaders in the Northern Baptist 
Convention say about Dr. Robert 
who has led in the 
organization of the Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches, a group 
of Baptists who are fundamental 
in doctrine. Or you should hear 
what these same modernistic Bap- 
tists say about Dr. W. B. Riley, 


Ketcham, 


,|She has no right to marry. A few 
weeks ago a young woman sadly 
told me that she was not coming 
back to Wheaton college. She was 
engaged to be married to an un- 
,; converted soldier; she loved him 
and would not give him up. So she 
found no pleasure in trying to serve 
God and she felt that study in a 
Christian college was useless since 
she had determined to go contrary 
to God’s will in that matter. How 
much better if she had taken her 


had the Lord comfort her and ad- 
just her life to His own sweet plan! 
As it is now, if she follows her 
present plan, she will have a life- 
time of trouble, and meet the Lord 
Jesus ashamed because she was 
not true to Him, though she was 
.|saved and truly loves Him. 

Someone who reads this would, 
.{no doubt, be fired from your posi- 
tion if you stood up for Jesus and 
lived out-and-out for Him down 
where you work, as you ought to 
do. Some of you would be thought 
“a religious fanatic” and people 
would say that you were “gone 
crazy about the Bible,” or that you 
were “a holy roller” if you really 
set out to talk about the Lord Je- 
sus aS much as you ought, and if 


loss, endured her broken heart, and/| 


bear the reproach of Christ? If you 
please everybody else, you cannot 
please the Lord Jesus. For remem- 
ber it is written, “Ye adulterers and 
adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? whosoever therefore will 
be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God” (James 4:4). 


4. Serving God Should Cost A 
Christian The Giving Up 
Of His Whole Life’s 
Plan, the Surrender . 

To Christ Of All 
Control 

How much does God requfte of 
a Christian? Some say that God 
requires one-tenth of his income. 
Some say that God requires one- 
seventh of his time. Actually, that 
does not express what God requires 


at all. The tithe and the offerings 


which God says belong to Hini, are 
only a token payment. Rather, we 
should realize that not one-tenth 
but ten-tenths of all we have be- 
longs to God. Not one day out of 
seven,. but all of the seven days be- 
long to God. As stated in Romans 
12:1, God’s requirement is this, “I 
beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” God requires 
no less than the complete surren- 
der of all control over your own 
life. It is only when you have taken 
up your cross to follow Jesus to 
Calvary and there counted self 
dead, that you are fit to come and 
“follow me,” as Jesus said in Luke 
9:23. And remember that He said 


had been surrendered to that, had 
been planning for that since the 
day on the road to Damascus that 
he gave himself up to Jesus and 
said, “Lord, what wilt thou have 
me to do?” God may want to 
change your plans completely as 
He changed mine’ when He called 
me from being a college teacher 
to be a preacher of the gospel. God 
may call you from the comforts of 
America to live and teach and toil 
and win and then die in some mud- 
hut in black Africa! God may call 
you from being loved and respected, 


to be an outcast among your own 


friends and thought a fool by your 
family. He may call you from 
wealth down to a life of poverty. 
To be sure, there will be the sweet- 
ness of His presence all the way. To 
be sure, there will be a marvelous 
reward in Heaven. To be sure, the 
ways of the Lord Jesus are ways 
of pleasantness and His paths are 
paths of peace. His way is always 
best. It always pays to follow the 
sweet leading of His Spirit, the holy 
compulsion of His word. But I tell 
you frankly that He has the right 
and demands that you recognize it 
—the right to tell you where to 
live, what to do, who to marry or 
not to marry, and how to live and 
when to die. No one can really serve 
the Lord Jesus adequately, com- 
pletely, until he can lay everything 
on the altar and say, “Not my 


will, but thine be done,” as the 


|can sacrifice to the Lord 


mission field. For some fourteen 
years he was kept away from wife 
and child by the call of preaching 
the gospel to the heathen. At last 
he died away in the interior of 
Africa. Career and fortune had 
early gone on the altar. Health and 
home and family life went also. In- 
deed C. T. Studd once said, “I have 
searched into my life and I do not 
know of anything else left that I 
Jesus 
Christ.” r 

I say to you, God requires the 
same surrender of you as He re- 
quired of C. T. Studd. It may not 
be Africa for you, but it means 
exactly the same surrender. I do 
not know whether you ought to 
give away all your money, but I 
know that you ought to be willing 
to do it any minute that you find 
it would please the Lord Jesus. 

It is my prayer that hundreds 
who read this message may this 
very day and hour make a holy 
renunciation of your own plans 
and say a glad eternal “yes” to all 
that God will ask of you. 

Mary Brown wrote,~as follows: 


It may not be on the mountain's 
height, 
Or over the stormy sea; 
It may not be at the battle’s front 
My Lord will have need of me: 
But if by a still, small voice He 
calls 
To paths I do not know, 
I'll answer, dear Lord, with my 
hand in Thine, 
I'll go where you want me to go. 


Perhaps today there are lovinz 


Tho’ dark and rugged the way, 

My voice shall echo the message 
sweet, 

I'll say what you want me to say. 


There’s surely somewhere a lowly 
place 
In earth’s harvest-fields so wide, 
Where I may labor thro’ life’s short 
day 3 
For Jesus, the Crucified. 
So, trusting my all unto Thy care, 
I know Thou lovest me! 
I’ll do Thy will with a heart sincere, 
I’ll be what you want me to be. 


P’ll go where you want me to go, 
dear Lord, 
O’er mountain, or plain, or sea; 
I'll say what you want me to say, 
dear Lord, 
I'll be what you want me to be. 


IV. WHATEVER IT COSTS TO 
SERVE GOD MUST BE 
VOLUNTARY 

David said, “Nay; but I- will 
surely buy, it of thee at a price: 
neither will I offer burnt-offerings 
unto the Lord’ my God of that 
which doth cost me _ nothing.” 
David was not under necessity of 
buying the threshingfloor. Araunah 
was willing to give it freely. He 
did not need to buy the fat oxen 
for the sacrifice. Araunah offered 
them as one king to another! But 
David refused to have these with- 


he had not been willing to go there? 
He did not need to go before his 
open window to pray. And the three 
Hebrew companions of Daniel had 
a second chance to bow down to 
the great image set up by Nebu- 
chadnezzar if they had wanted to 
save their lives that way. 

Stephen was not compelled to 
stand and preach to the Pharisees 
when he was arrested, so accusing 
them straightly of the crucifixion 
of Christ that they killed him. Paul 
knew ahead of time that “bonds 
and afflictions’ awaited him at 
Jerusalem, and yet he went on 
steadfastly there. (Acts 20:23). 


Sometimes people say that in 
olden times God wanted some peo- 
ple to die for Him, but that now 
He does not want anybody to die 
as a martyr; He simply wants 
people to live for Him. But I find 
no teaching like that in the Bible. 
God has not changed His plans. 
Somebody ought to die for the 
Lord Jesus. these days, and if we 
loved Him enough and if we were 
true to Him as we ought to be, 
some of us, doubtless, would. But 
do you suppose that anybody was 
ever burned at the stake who was 
just a casual, ordinary Christian, 
like most of us are? Certainly not! 
Christians who never win a soul, 


who never oppose false doctrines, 
who never risk all in an attack on 
the forces of evil—such Christians 
of course will never die for Jesus. 
If you do not give Satan any 
trouble, then of course Satan will 
not worry much about you. They 


kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, | OW household” (Matt. 10:36). He this is to be done every day! That words rag une peace Pg foros. 
when men shall revile you, and said to His disciples, “Ye shall be| 1S the reason Paul said, - die} -Which — Jesus would have me Christians who lived like the rest 

“persecute you, and shall say all| hated of all nations for my name’s| daily” (I Cor. 15:31), Paul simply speak; of the world and simply went to 
manner of evil against you falsely, |S@ke” (Matt. 24:9). And do you| meant that he had given himself| There may be now, in the paths of church occasionally! The only peo- 
for my sake. Rejoice, and be ex-|think, then, that a Christian who/| UP to die. He was willing to die sin, lo wha were agi worthy to be 
ceeding glad: for great is your re-|lives as close to God as he ought, | any day that came along, and pre-| Some wand’rer whom I should ee ved were those who set out 
ward in heaven: for so persecuted|@nd who really does the will of pared. to die. In fact, eventually he seek. ‘se a sf need be, in order to carry 
they the prophets which were be- | God, will never lose any friends? did have his head cut off. That was|© Savior, if Thou wilt be my out the plan of Christ and to save 
fore you” (Matt. 5:10-12). Along] Some girl who reads this, if she |%° Shock, no surprise to Paul. He Guide, 


souls. 
A friend of mine who was an or- 


thodox Jew, born in- Russia, -came———+ 


to America to get away from the 
pogroms in Russia, where his fa- 
ther, a Jewish rabbi, was slain. He 
himself had spent eight years in 
study of the Talmud, planning to 
be a rabbi, and so he taught in the 
Chicago Hebrew Institute. The 
Holy Spirit sought this Jew, led 
him from Chicago to Dallas and 
from Dallas to Fort Worth, where 
eventually he could not get away 
from the Hebrew scriptures that 
foretold the coming of the Saviour. 


I saw him stand one day in the . 


Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary chapel to tell how at two 
o’clock that morning he had sur- 
rendered his heart and life and all 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Jew set out to serve the Lord. He 
came to my home often. I remem- 
ber the day when he brought me a 


trembled; it was from his baby 
sister, a sister he had brought from 
Russian Poland and had supported 
in America. He translated the let- 
ter from Yiddish for me, and this 
is about what it said: “Dear Louis: 
Sister arid I are greatly distressed 
at the insane thing that has hap- 


that you would become a traitor 
to your father and your father’s 


a 


who never fight some great iniquity, . 


With child-like simplicity this . 


letter. His face was gray, his hand - 


pened to you. Who ever thought © 


” 


that staunch heroic statesman who 
stayed within the convention; but 
fought the infidelity in it and got 
Baptists of Minnesota to withdraw 
support from a modernistic college, 
and from the Federal Council of 
Churches! 

You should hear what the mo- 


you tried as hard as He wants you 
to do, to win souls to Him. 

Dear reader, what kind of a 
Christian are you? Did you ever 
lose a job, or lose a night’s sleep, 
or lose a friend for God? If your 
Christianity never cost you a dol- 
lar, never cost you a friend, never 
_dernist Bishops and infidel preach-|cost any tears or broken heart, 
ers in modern Methodism say a-|then can you really say that you|Practically anything in England 
bout Dr. Bob Shuler of Trinity| love the Lord very much? To be a|that he wanted he could have. Yet 
Methodist Church, Los Angeles, be-| really good Christian is going to|he gave up his cricket playing, 
cause he constantly tries to bring|cost you friends. 


out a price. David would not of- (Continued on Page 8.) 
fer to the Lord his God a burnt- 
offering that did not cost him 
something. David that day express- 
ed the principle that all acceptable 
service to God comes from a will- 
ing, glad heart. Nobody can serve 
God acceptably except as that serv- 
ice is voluntary. 

Moses gave up the place as the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter; perhaps 
he gave up a chance to be king 


Saviour Himself said. Actually 
God demands the complete sur- 
render. He wants all that you have 
and all you are. 4 


C. T. Studd in England had in- 
herited wealth. He had fame as the 
greatest athlete of his day in Eng- 
land. He had social standing. 


LENDING LIBRARY ~ 


Read books which glorify our Lord 
Jesus. Fiction, Non-Fiction, Mission- 
ary and Children’s books are loaned 
for four weeks. Send.10c to cover the — 
cost of .wrapping..and mailing. Book 
list sent to all who request them. 

CHRISTIAN READER’S LIBRARY 
Onda Harris, Lib., Veedersburg, Ind. 
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Methodists back to the old _ time 
Bible religion of salvation by the 


blood. 


D. L. Moody was called “crazy 


Moody” by Chicago preachers. 


We are told that the Saviour left 
Heaven and “made himself of no 
reputation” (Phil. 2:7). Do you 
think, then, that we ought to keep 
all of our reputation? Don’t you 


Charles H. Spurgeon, the greatest | think that some of us ought to be 


Baptist preacher who ever lived, 


willing to lose out with friends and 


went to China as a’ missionary, | Of 


gave away all his fortune delibera- 
tely and carefully, and then gave 
himself to a life of self renuncia- 
tion and self-denial to get the gos- 
pel to poor sinners. He served in 
China, later he went into the in- 


terior of Africa and opened a new 


Egypt. But remember that 
Moses. made his own _ choice, 
“Choosing rather to suffer afflic- 
tion with the people of God, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season” (Heb. 11:25). 


Do you think that Daniel could 
not have avoided the lions’ den if 


Any Christian applying to the Stripture 
Witness League for membership who 
promises to prayerfully distribute no | 
less than 500 tracts a year will receive | 
the same postpaid Free. The member- 

ship dues is $1.00 a year. Send for free 
samples and also a new VICTORY 
tract for service men. , 
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(Continued from Page 1.) 
or any wish to be hypercritical, 
may result in clarifying the at- 
mosphere so that every person will 
be able to take his position intelli- 
gently. 


ULTIMATE GOAL 


"te the Federal Council were con-. 


tent to confine its activities to the 
limited circle of those of liberal 
persuasion, it would be less dan- 
gerous than it is. It aspires to be 
the voice of all Protestantism, but 
its aspirations do not end there. It 
is systematically planning to en- 
compass, eventually, every mono- 
theistic religion in the world, at 
least such is the intention of some 
of its most active leaders. 

The Federal Council has long 
realized that .the success of its 
ambitious program for world-wide 
union necessitated. an_. expansion 
downward into the states, counties, 
and local communities of the na- 
tion, as well as upward into every 
‘ country, by means of affiliated 
organizations set up and super- 
vised by Council leadership. 

This expanding movement is fol- 
lowing three lines of progress 
simultaneously. First, into the 
area of interdenominational or- 
ganizations now functioning in 
specialized fields in America; sec- 
ondly, into the area of denomina- 
tional amalgamation or federal 
union; thirdly, into the area of a 
world union of national organi- 
zations patterned after the Federal 
Council. 

Let us look at the first two 
phases of this program, consider- 
a first the amalgamation of na- 

1, interchurch agencies. The 
“ed ‘phase will be discussed in 
chapter six. 

Late in 1941, a joint meeting of 
representatives of eight interchurch 
organizations was held in Atlantic 
City for the purpose of considering 
an amalgamation of their interests. 


These organizations included the | « 


Worth American Confefence of 
Foreign Missions, the Internation- 
al Council of Religious Education, 
the Home Missions Council, Uni- 
ted Council of Church Women, the 
Missionary Education Movement, 
the United Stewardship Council, 
the Council .af Church Boards of 
Education,, and’ the Federal 
Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America. As a result of 
this meeting, each organization ap- 
pointed several of its ablest lead- 
ers as members of a Committee on 
the Closer Relationships of Gener- 
al Interdenominational Agencies. 
As a result of the work of this 
Committee, an arrangement was 
’ made whereby each of the organi- 
zations, with the exception of the 
Council of Church Boards of Edu- 
cation, met in conference simul- 
taneously in Cleveland, in Decem- 
ber, 1942. The constitution which 
had been proposed was approved 
by the Cleveland meetings. A joint 
committee, designated as the Ap- 
proval Committee on Further Pro- 
cedure, was set up for the purpose 
of bringing the work of consolida- 
' tion to completion. When the Ex- 
écutive Committee of the Federal 
Council votes on the final plan, 
it is to be sent to the constituent 
denominations of the Federal 
Council with the recommendation 
that they act favorably. The ear- 
liest possible date for ratification 
for all bodies is 1945. 
In amalgamating these various 
interests, these great organizations 
are doing the logical thing, for 
amalgamation will result, doubt- 
less, in greater efficiency with a 
um of overhead. The pres- 
of this superorganization un- 
der able leadership might well be 


tremendous 
Viewed from the standpoint of 


spiritual results, we cannot but be 
concerned over the probable out- 
come of this merger. It must be 
borne in mind that a great many 
organizations not now members of 
the Federal Council are involved 
in one or more of these constituent 
nationalbodies which may unite. 
This is particularly true of the 
North American Conference of 
Foreign Missions, representing se- 
venty-five or more denominations 
and mission boards. It is true, also, 
of the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. Even the great 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
which has stood aloof from the 
Federal Council of Churches, is in 
relationship to the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference. The question 
which these denominations not in 
the Council must soon face is 
whether or. not they will allow 
themselves, as a result of this pro- 
cess of consolidation, to be drawn 
into membership in the superor- 
ganization which is to be set up 
under the name of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ, 
or some other name to be selected. 


The discussions and actions which| . 


will ensue in the various denomi- 
national and interdenominational 
conventions during these next two 
years will be watched with interest 
and solicitude. 

The second phase of the cam- 
paign for a superchurch is the ef- 
fort to educate the denominations 
on the subject of organic union 
and persuade them that federation 
is not enough. There has been a 
growing conviction among the 
leaders of the Federal Council that 
organic union must be the ulti- 
mate goal. This note has been 
sounded at various times and in 
many ways during the past two 
decades. 

Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, in his annual 
address as retiring president of the 
Federal Council in 1936, said, 
. .« We have laid the foundation 
of Protestant union in the United 
States” (F. C. C. Annual Report, 
1936, p. 10). 

But Dr. Holt puts out a feeler in 
favor of a much more inclusive 
union when he goes on to say, “As 
I turn to my third dream, I am 
fully aware of the program to 
which this Council is committed. 
We have here a federation of Pro- 
testant churches ... There is a 
growing feeling that Protestant un- 
ion is inevitable... 


“Recently Dr. William Adams 
Brown has published a discussion 
of the church, Catholic and Pro- 
testant. In the conclusion of his 
discussion he says, “There are some 
things which each of us can do, 
without which the wisest plans will 
suffer shipwreck and the most ar- 
dent hopes remain unfulfilled.’ He 
is thinking of a larger union, the 
union of Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism. He is visualizing a church 
beyond the church which I see just 
now” (Ibid., pp. 13, 17). 


“If it is to be federation, it must 
be acloser federation'than we now 
know. As for me, I am not afraid 
of union. It may be a union which 
preserves distinct contributions of 
different denominations; it must be 
a union in which each denomina- 
tion surrenders some historical po- 
sitions and inherited attitudes. 
God grant that we may have wis- 
dom .to know how it can be 
brought about and how we can 
better serve Him.” 


Naturally, Dr. Holt offers the 
Federal Council as the agency 
through which union may be rea- 
lized. ‘There must be a more de- 
finite movement toward Protestant 
union. I rejoice in all the unifica- 


‘tion and union movements under 


way in our American Protestan- 


tism. But the program does not go 
far enough. Denominational lead- 
ers must realize this, and the Fe- 
deral Council is the only agency 
we have for leadership in a move- 
ment for Protestant Union. ‘In my 
opinion it must come; the strength 
of irreligion makes it inevitable” 
(Ibid., p. 20). 

In its biennial report for 1938, 
the Council again comes out for 
union: “Whether we decide to 
maintain the Federal Council and 
associate with it such agencies as 
are willing to co-operate, or wheth- 
er we decide to create a new struc- 
ture of unity, it seems to me that 
we have reached a time when we 
must delegate to the agency of co- 
operation more administrative re- 
sponsibilities. In the emergency of 
the Great War we found it neces- 
sary to delegate to the Federal 
Council responsibilities which the 
several denominations could not 
assume. The Christian Church 
throughout the world, in the Uni- 
ted States as elsewhere, faces 
crises which make it necessary for 
some agency not only to speak but 
to act for the denominations” (p. 
21). (The italics are ours.) 

There is food for thought here. 
Suppose the Federal Council or 
some other superorganization to be 
formed does acquire ‘authority to 
act for many of the denominations. 
What will be its attitude toward 
organizations which do not choose 
to become a part of its system? 
Perhaps Dr. Shailer Mathews pro- 
vides a clew. He says, “We may 
. expect to see the elimination 
of religious bodies that no longer 
serve the purpose for which they 
were organized” (The Church and 
the Christian, p. 48). 


Dr. T. T. Brumbaugh, in an ar- 
ticle published in the Christian 
Century, April 15, 1942, said: 
“High-minded and broad-minded 
Christians are increasingly aware 
. . . that one cannot be a world 
citizen and maintain loyalty to 
narrow sectarianism. Rather, the 
opposite course is far the more na- 
tural. By the declaration of one’s 
faith in a principle or movement 
of large and broad proportions, 
one’s conduct and character are 
gradually molded in conformity 
therewith. This points clearly to 
the next great step in Protestant 
church history—the formation of a 
world-wide Church of Christ, in- 
clusive of all Christians if that be 
possible, or at least of all Protest- 
ants of all lands who will take the 
extended hand of a common faith 
and fellowship. 


“A genuine universal church will 
not come into existence except 
through the insistent demand of 
its prospective constituents. Let 
Christians. everywhere, therefore, 
now begin to think and to dream 
of integrating themselves and all 
their religious bodies with the uni- 
versal church that is to be—Catho- 
lic and Protestant if possible, Pro- 
testant alone if must be, but, in 
any event, international and catho- 
lic in the truest possible sense.” 


Dr. Walter Van Kirk, of the Fe- 
deral Council, also sounds the plea 
for union and for a surrender of 
authority on the part of denomina- 
tions and churches to the super- 
body: “When they call upon the 
nations to relinquish the practice 
of unlimited national sovereignty 
Christians’ must be prepared in 
turn to abandon the divisiveness 
of sectarianism. If seventy nations 
are to be asked to pool their re- 
sources in the task of world re- 
construction, is it any less rea- 
sonable to expect that the churches 
shall do this very thing? Is the po- 
litical and economic anarchy en- 


|gendered by national separatism 


to be condemned. by Christians 


| while at the same time they con- 


done the spiritual anarchy engen- 
dered by ecclesiastical . separa- 
tism?” (Religion and the World of 
Tomorrow, p. 142). 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones has for 
years been one of the staunchest 
advocates of church union. In the 
Christian Century of December 16, 
1942, he writes, “Periodically, I 
have renewed my plea for church 


union. I am convinced that the 
time is ripe for that plea to be re- 
newed once more... 

“Mere federation will not do. 
Federation leaves the constituent 
elements making up the federation 
essentially intact. There is no sur- 
render of sovereignty in behalf of 
unity. Federation is what the Lea- 
gue of Nations tried and for that 
reason broke down. Neither a 
League nor a Federation will do, 
FOR EACH LEAVES THE ES- 
SENTIAL SOVEREIGNTY UN- 
SURRENDERED ...” 

Dr. Jones then goes on to pro- 
pose a plan which he believes 
should be much easier of accom- 
plishment at once than complete 
union. His plan is Federal Union. 
Under this plan the various de- 
nominations would be in the same 
relationship to a Central Council 
or Congress as the various states 
of our nation are to the govern- 
ment at Washington. He goes on 
to explain, ‘ . . . Federal Union 
would mean that the different 
churches WOULD CEASE AS 
CHURCHES and would become 
BRANCHES OF ONE CHURCH, 
‘the Church of Christ in America.’ 


““*The Church of Christ in A- 
merica’ would be the sovereign 
body, functioning through its Gen- 
eral Assembly. The General As- 
sembly would have the powers de- 
legated to it by the branches 
through their representatives in the 
General Assembly ... THE POW- 
ERS OF THE GENERAL AS- 
SEMBLY WOULD GROW as 
confidence grew... 

“There would be state assem- 
blies . . . then county and city as- 
semblies. IN THE COUNTY 
AND CITY ASSEMBLIES, COM- 
PETITION AND OVERLAP- 
PING AMONG BRANCHES 
COULD BE ‘DONE AWAY 
WITH BY AMALGAMATION 
OF LOCAL CONGREGATIONS 
OR BY DIVISION OF TERRI- 
TORY. Since the branches would 
now be branches of the same 
church, overlapping and duplica- 
tion would be a wrong against it- 
self and its own efficiency.” 

The plan also includes national 
assemblies in each country and 
over all a world assembly. 

“Under Federal Union the 
attempt at amalgamation would 
still go on .. 

“As to the doctrinal basis, we 
would make that simple, yet fun- 
damental . Any branch that 
would confess that ‘Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God’ 
is on the rock. We would ask no 
more and we would ask no less. . . 

“That would leave the door open 
to union with everybody which 
would make that confession, in- 
cluding the Roman Catholics. If 
the Roman Catholics confess that 
Jesus is the Christ ‘the Son of the 
Living God’—and they do—and 
will acknowledge themselves as a 
branch and others as branches of 
the Church of Christ, then there 
is NO REASON why there should 
not be the Roman Catholic Branch 
of the ‘Church of Christ in Ameri- 
ca.’ 

. the Church has, ASE a 
unconsciously, built the framework 
for Federal Union. It has created 
in America ‘The Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in Amer- 
ica’ . The Federal Council 
could be transformed from a 
‘Council’ with only advisory func- 
tions, into the executive of the 
‘General Assembly of the Church 
of Christ in America,’ carrying out 
the decisions of that General As- 
sembly and acting as the function- 
ing body between meetings of the 
Assembly. 

“Almost every~-plan for world 
reconstruction now being put for- 
ward provides for some form of 
Federal Union among nations. The 
idea is becoming basic in the think- 
ing of people .. . If the churches 
should take the initiative in 
forming a Federal Union, then by 
‘precept and example they might 
lead the nations into sormning a 
Federal Union.” 

(Note: The capitalized ends in 
the above article by Dr. Jones, 


taken from the “Christian Century” 


of December 16, 1942, are ours for 
the purpose of emphasis.) 

We are utterly opposed, and we 
believe the overwhelming majority 
of the evangelicals of America also 
are opposed to any plan for the 
organic union or ‘Federal Union” 
of Protestantism or Protestantism 
and Catholicism. We are opposed 
to it, but many of us wonder if it 
is not inevitable. The inevitability 
of some such scheme is one of the 
reasons for the birth of the Nation- 
al Association of Evangelicals, for 
unless we awaken to the danger 
and prepare against the day of 
regimentation of religion our posi- 
tion will, indeed, be most hazard- 
ous. 

We respect the desire of these 
men for Christian unity. We be- 
lieve that many of them are deeply 
in earnest and sincere. But we al- 
so believe that they are terribly 
mistaken in placing so much em- 
phasis on the value of organiza- 
tional union. 


We hold no brief for the de- 
nominational system. Our multi- 
plied denominations are unques- 
tionably a barrier to efficiency in 
the conduct of affairs in the 
Church and ‘the evangelization of 
the world. However, any wholesale 
plan for union must result in con- 
cessions of doctrine and the loss of 
sovereignty of the constituent 
members, as Dr. Jones admits. It 
is our belief that there could be but 
one outcome — a hydra-headed 
monstrosity—a combined political 
and religious hierarchy, which 
would bring religious freedom to 
an end. The trend of the day is 
toward totalitarianism in politics. 
Religion also faces the danger of 
a leadership which will become 
more and more dictatorial. 


Spiritual unity is desirable but 
spiritual unity is not dependent 
upon organic unity. There are to- 
day in America and throughout the 
world literally millions of Chris- 
tians, loyal to their respective de- 
nominations but with a_ higher 
loyalty to their Lord and Saviour. 
There is coming to them, in ever- 
increasing measure, the conviction 
of their essential oneness with. their 

(Continued on Page 7.) 
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Notice to Soul Winners: I will send 
you FREE as many of the above named 
two-page, to-the-point gospel tracts as 
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reaching the lost with the gospel. 
M. H. DUNCAN, 
Route 5, Lubbock, Texas 
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PAGE SEVEN 


A Christian Magazine We Recommend 


HISTORY. — THE KING’S 
BUSINESS is the official organ of 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 
Every month it is the business of 
this Bible Family Magazine to 
bring the message of the King to 
thousands of readers. 


THE KING’S BUSINESS began 
its publication in 1909 and is now 
in its 35th year of glorious minis- 
try. The Editorial and Circulation 
Departments are on the séventh 
floor of the Institution’s thirteen-" 
story, million-dollar building in the 
heart of down-town Los Angeles. 
From the mailing room in the base- 
ment, the magazine goes around 
the world . .. to homes in America, 
to army camps, to distant battle- 
ships, to Alaska, Hawaii, Africa, 
and to as many other foreign lands 
as the war will permit. 


WRITERS. — A quick perusal 
of THE KING’S BUSINESS will 
reveal contributors of international 
eminence: H. A. Ironside, Herbert 
Lockyer, Vance Havner, Ruth Pax- 
son, Norman B. Harrison, Paul 
Hutchens, W. Graham Scroggie, 
Harold Ockenga, and others. 


SPECIAL FEATURES. — The 
rich Bible-study material of -: the 
major articles, as well as the de- 
votional readings and special chil- 
dren’s lessons, has helped many a 
studious reader to build a file of 
lasting value. ma 

For aid in teaching a Sunday 
school class, there is ample help in 
the departments of the Internation- 
al Lesson Commentary, and the 


who are leaders of young people, 
the Christian Endeavor section of- 
fers practical outlines and sugges- 
tions, written by young people who 
are experts in this field. Editorials, 
Christian “success” stories, and re- 
views of new books are published 
each month. 


RATES. — The regular rate for 
single annual subscriptions is $1.50 
in U.S. (25c extra for each Cana- 
dian or foreign subscription); or 
TWO years for $2. However, for 
persons who send in three or more 
subscriptions and thus qualify as 
Group Organizers, exceptionally at- 
tractive club rates are available. 


FOR CHRISTMAS. — Any per- 
son sending in one annual sub- 
scription (new, renewal, or exten- 
sion) at the regular rate of $1.50, 
may have a copy of Chining Secret, 
a delightful Christmas gjft book 
by Helen-Frazee Bower. The price 
of the book alone is 35c. 

Any one sending in TWO two- 
year subscriptions at $2 each is 
entitled to a total saving of $3, 
since he receives not only a reduced 
rate for the magazine but also a 
copy of Dr. Talbot’s life story, 
When God Saved the Brewer’s Boy, 
a lavishly illustrated, 80-page gift 
book of which H. A. Ironside said 
in the Foreword: “It magnifies the 
grace of God.” Book alone, $1. 

Christmas gift cards will be sent 
in the donor’s name whenever re- 
quested. 


Address: THE KING’S BUSI- 
NESS, 558 S. Hope St., Los An- 


Junior King’s Business. For those} geles, California. 


The Federal 


Council... 


(Continued from Page 6.) 
fellow believers throughout the 
world. They are being drawn to- 
gether by the raging storm of 
world conflict, by the lowering 
clouds of spiritual apostasy, but 
most of all by the moving of the 
Spirit of God upon their hearts— 
an urge to unity in action and a 
longing for fellowship in Him. 

Dr. Jones, in spite of his many 
contacts with denominations com- 


mitted to the polity of congrega- 


tional government, does not seem 
to realize that his plan would be 
absolutely unacceptable to these 
organizations. The Episcopal polity 
lends itself-more easily to the type 
of organization he has in mind. 
It seems difficult for him to ap- 
preciate that the oneness of the 
Church is essentially a spiritual 
and not a political state. 

Most of us rebel at the suggest- 
ion of a Protestant hierarchy. We 
do not believe it would be any 
improvement on the Roman sys- 
tem. We do not want a‘central of- 
fice or government, no matter how 
elected or appointed, which will 
dictate the location or numbers of 
our churches or our form of wor- 
ship. Neither do we want any such 
body to speak for us, even on mat- 
ters of common interest or con- 
cern, without the express authori- 
zation of the constituent organiza- 


‘tions. 


There are certain fields of en- 
deaVor in which an interchurch 
body, such as we hope The Nation- 


al Association of Evangelicals will 


become, can be helpful to all mem- 
ber organizations. But those fields 
must be very strictly limited, and 


- safeguards must be erected which 


will make it impossible for such 
an organization to evolve into a 
bureaucracy. | 

The doctrinal statement suggest- 
ed by Dr. Jones would receive the 
hearty approval of many evangel- 
icals to whom it would seem ade- 
quate. However, knowing the dex- 
terity of modernist leaders in 


_ twisting the usual’ meaning of 


words and phrases to suit their 
private definition, we believe that 
few of them, even among the left- 
wing Unitarians, would’find much 
difficulty in accepting it. But their 
mental reservations would remain. 

Dr. Jones sees no difficulty 
about the Roman Catholics — if 
they will come. in as a branch of 
his proposed “Church of Christ in 
America.” He says there is “no 
reason” why they could not be ac- 
cepted. His position may reflect 
the attitude of the groups now in 
the Federal Council, but most of 
us would not be comfortable in or- 
ganic fellowship with Rome, with 
its mariolatry, its image worship, 
its confessional, its salvation by 
works, its prayers for the dead, its 
superstitions, its predisposition to 
a union, although we admit that 
we believe there is more hope of 
salvation for many of its adher- 
ents than for those who bear the 
designation of Protestants but 
deny the deity of our Lord and 
the sufficiency of His atonement 
for salvation. _ 


We prize our freedom to wor- 
ship God according to’ the dictates 
of our consciences. We regret that 
there are so many divisions a- 
mong believers on doctrinal mat- 
ters which are relatively unimport- 
ant. But we are ready to stand up 
and fight for the privilege of dis- 
agreeing, and the right to form 
still more denominations if more 
are wanted by any groups among 
our American citizens. 

This is article four of a series 
of six by Dr. Wright, executive 
secretary of the National Associ- 
ation of Evangelicals. Look for 
two other articles to follow ap- 
praising the work of the Federal 
Council of Churches. These are tre- 
mendously important articles. See 
that you pastor reads them.:* 

The entire series may be had in 


one booklet, Death In The Pot, 25c. 
Order from : 


SWORD OF THE LORD 
PUBLISHERS 
f 145 Hale Street 
Wheaton, Illinois, 


or 
FELLOWSHIP PRESS 
| 9 Park Street 


} Boston, Massachusetts 


tal See MR Bk oh 


Revival... 


(Continued from Page 1.) 


He graduated with honor. Five 
years from the time he staggered 
into our meeting, a pick-pocket, 
five years to the very day, he was 
seated in a church as an ordained 
minister, celebrating the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. Today he is 
pastor of a church in this country 
and a magnificent pastor, From 
sin, bondage, darkness and death, 
there is a way of escape, and that 
is for the sinner to cry out: “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” I do 
not believe that men and women 
would start in the ways of sin if 
they could see the end from the be- 
ginning ; From the book 
“Evangelistic Sermons” by J. Wil- 
bur Chapman, Published by Revell. 


A GLIMPSE INTO ETER- 
NITY MAKES A DIFFER- 
ENCE 


In one of the New England cities, 
one of the wealthiest society wo- 
men was taken seriously ill. Her 
name had been on the church book 
and she was a Christian. In this 
sickness she came to the brink of 
the grave, and then as by a mir- 
acle of God she was raised up 
again. When she recovered, she 
naturally gravitated back into her 
old social position. One day there 
was a special function given in her 
honor, and as she came in and was 
being received by all her friends 
and congratulated because she had 
been restored to health, her hostess 
said to her, “Now, just as a plea- 
sant diversion for the rest of the 
afternoon, it has been decided that 
we will have a little bridge whist.” 
This friend who had been ill had 
always been the leader in the com- 
pany, but what do you think she 
said to her hostess? 


She said, “You really must ex- 
cuse me. I am not criticising the 
people who do these things, for we 
must decide our line of action for 
ourselves. 1 know you won't think 
me rude, but when one has had 
a glimpse into eternity, when one 
has realized the shortness of life 
and the certainty of death, and 
then comes back again into the 
world, they cannot do the same 
things they did before with plea- 
sure. You must please excuse me.” 


What do you think happened? 
Every society woman in that room 
and in that home came forward to 
take her by the hand and say, “It 
is a splendid decision.” Some of 
them greeted her with tears. Others 
who knew her better put a kiss up- 
on her cheeks. That is the position 
for a Christian. I do not think it is 
necessary for one Christian to sit 
in judgment upon another, and 
say, “If you do not do the things 
that I do, you are not a Christian,” 
but I am positive that every Chris- 
tian should.stand before the world 
and say, “I am a Christian, and by 
the things I say, and do, I must 
show it to my friends.” —From the 
book, “Revival Sermons” by J. 
Wilbur Chapman, published by 
Revell. 


A WORD ABOUT PRAYER 


Out of a wealth of experience, 
one of the greatest living evange- 
lists writes: “There has never been 
a persistence in prayer that was not 
honored and answered by God. We 
may have to pray for months, even 
for years, for the salvation of those 
in whose souls we are concerned, 
Sometime, somewhere, somehow, 


God will hear and answer. There 


must be no cessation, there must | 
be no letting-up, there must be no_ 


giving-up. We worship a prayer- 
answering God. His Honor is en- 
gaged in giving heed to our suppli- 
cations. His Word has gone out to 


\the ends of the earth, that He will 


grant the petitions of His children. 
—Hyman Appelman. 


Christmas Gifts 


For Lasting Pleasure - - - 


make your selection for family, Pastor, S. 5. teacher, 
friend, from this treasury of good books and novelties— 


BIBLE ATLAS — Historical and de- 

scriptive—It’s descriptive content and 

geet §€=6 visual aids are a real stimulation to 
HEGLENS 

COMMENTARY 


SURGY:. EUG ck wend nees $3.50 


POCKET BIBLE HANDBOOK — 676 
pages but small enough to go in your 
pocket, an abbreviated commentary, 
epitome of church history, how we got 
the Bible, related historical data, arch- 
aeological discoveries confirming or il- 
lustrating Biblical history. Nothing 
published of its size has as much Bible 
information. Cloth  ...._---- $2.00 


PRIS oo cid anne eee $1.00 


HIGLEY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON COMMEN- 
TARY for International lessons, 1945—an effective aid 
for teachers of the Uniform lessons. It is fundamental, 
spiritual and scholarly. Price ..........--..-- $1.00 


HOLY BIBLE — the best gift of all—complete concor- 
dance, maps, center column reference, calendar for daily 
Bible reading, genuine leather, divinity circuit, red 
under gold edges, India paper, handy size and very good 
type. Price $7.50 


WHAT’S THE ANSWER? — 362 Bible questions an- 
swered, questions concerning seeming contradictions, 
problems of prophecy, doctrinal and practical issues. 
Besides these, many other questions that perplex the 
saved and the unsaved. By Dr. H. A. Ironside, competent 
and widely-known .authority. Price $1.50 


THE LEATHERNECKS COME THROUGH — A story 
of the war; a chaplain’s experience at the landing on 
Tarawa and the following six days. A blessed account 
of a fervent servant of God in the service of his country. 
A thrilling true story. 224 pages Price _____-_- $2.50 


DAILY LIGHT — The most popular daily devotions 


book on the market— it is a compilation of related Bible & 


verses for each day and has been really used of. God. 
Morning and evening readings, size 214 in. x 4 in., 
price $2.50 
One daily reading, size 4 in. x 6 in., price ___. $1.00 


CONTINUAL BURNT OFFERING — Daily meditions 
on the Word of God, by Dr. H. A. Ironside. Price $1.00 


BEYOND ROMANCE — A true story of a young mis- 
sionary couple, far more interesting than any work of 


fiction. Every Christian young person should have this . 
book. Price $1.25 


JAMES H. McCONKEY. — A man of God, an unusual 
man, deeply spiritual and widely used*—this biography 
is highly commended by Dr. Ironside, Henry W. Frost, 
Schuyler English and others. Prige _________- $1.00 


THE STORY HOUR SERIES — 
Unsurpassed in appeal, Christian 
teaching, number of _illustra- 
tions, beauty and size. Amazing 
low price. Five titles — four 
Bible story books, one charac- 
ter building story book. 
Stories of Jesus, ages 6 to 10 
Bible ABC Book, ages 3 to 7 
Favorite Bible Stories ; 
ages 6 to 10 
Bible Primer ages 3 to 6 
A Hive of Busy Bees— 
Bee Obedient, Bee Grateful, — 
Bee Polite, etc. ages 10 to 14 
BRERA eee .--- Bec 


mee ee a ae a es asa esc eS I Se Se 


MEN’S WALLETS, leather, permanent calendar, Scrip- 
ture text stamped in gold. Colors, brown and _ black. 
EE ee ck oc weet cebnoe wba $3.50 

$2.50 


LADIES’ WALLETS — Blue pin seal, linned with red 
and white, Scripture text stamped in gold. Price,$1.50 


The Sword Book Room 


145 N. Hale St. Wheaton, Il. 
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Great Dnion Campaign Planned. + 


For Cleveland, Ohio, Feb. 11th 
—Mar. 11th, 1945 


It was my privilege to meet Dr. 
Rice in Cleveland, Ohio, early 
Monday morning, November 27th. 

We spent the entire day and un- 
til late that evening in fellowship 
with other Christian leaders of that 
area making plans for a great 
union campaign to be held there 
from February 11th through March 
11th. with Dr. John R. Rice as the 
evangelist and J. Stratton Shufelt 


-as the song leader. The morning 


was spent in prayer and conference 
with a group of ministers in the 
Union City Mission. Then at noon, 
there was a meeting with the Chris- 
tian Businessmen of that area. The 
afternoon was spent in further con- 
ferences and in looking over the 
large auditorium facilities. The eve- 
ning was occupied with a. dinner 
and lengthy conference with repre- 
sentatives of the churches, minis- 
ters, leading laymen and represent- 
atives of other organizations that 
will co-operate in the campaign. 
It was a day of great blessing in- 
deed. 


About one hundred forty out- 
standing Christian leaders in great- 
er Cleveland and approximately 


one hundred churches are already 


united in planning for this union 
meeting. Many other churches are 
being invited and will, no doubt, 
join hands in this glorious project. 

At the end of a long day we were 
thoroughly impressed with the 
hearty spirit of co-operation we had 
witnessed, with the evident sin- 
cerity of everyone with whom we 


| _pboke, and with the deep spirituali- 
ity 


and challenging énthusiasm of 
all those involved, There was man- 
ifestly a deep burden for the lost, 
a spirit of prayer and great evi- 
dence that the burden and all -of 


to undertake this challenging pro- 


diture of thousands of dollars in 


‘fessing Christ or coming for recon- 


the planning is the result of the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Cleveland has not had a great 
evangelistic campaign in many 
years. It was the only major city 
in America that did not invite Billy 
Sunday, and has-been spoken of 
generally as “the graveyard of 
evangelism.” Surely, here is a great 
challenge to prayer! God is work- 
ing in the hearts of His people, 
placing a burden for that wicked 
city upon them, and leading them 


gram which will involve the expen- 


the rental of the huge city get 
ium, advertising, etc., in order to 
bring the Gospel of salvation to 
the multitudes who are lost in that 
area, It will not be an easy task 
and will have to be accomplished 
in the power of God, but “He is 
able.” 

Will you join us in praying for a 
great and glorious victory, even for 
the greatest campaign that Dr. 
Rice has ever had? 


EVANGELIST ROLFE 
BARNARD IN MOBILE 


Dr. L. F. Maynard, Pastor of the 
Ann Street Baptist Church, Mo- 
bile, Alabama, writes to tell of 
God’s blessings upon the ministry 
of Evangelist Relfe Barnard in 
meetings held in his church for two 
weeks beginning October 15th. He 
reports ninety public decisions: 
sixty-four by baptism, fifteen by 
letter and eleven others either pro- 


secration. There was a total of 
seventy-nine coming for church 
membership. 

Brother Barnard is a _ fervent 
Gospel preacher who is_ being 
greatly used of the Lord. Pray 
much for his ministry! 


The Way Ahead 


(Continued from Page 3.) 


come: into the land through the bed 
of Jordan. They would have come 
in another way forty years before! 
God had been ready then to lead 
them into the land, but they sent 
spies in. The spies came back and 
said that the cities were too well 
fortified, the people too strong and 
too well armed. “We are afraid we 
can’t overcome them,” they said. 
“We are slaves just out of Egypt, 
and we are not ready to conquer 
great nations.” Only Caleb and 
Joshua said, “Let us go in.” Forty 
years before they had not been wil- 
ling to obey God because they 
looked at their own weaknesses in- 
stead of His omnipotent strength. 
For forty years they had been 


‘THE POOR 


have the Gospel preached unto them” in 

the mountains of Arkansas. Missionary 

needs prayer and support, also dona- 

tions of Bibles, colportage books, etc. 

Clothing for the needy will be grate- 

fully received. “WHATSOEVER HE 

SAITH UNTO YOU, DO IT,’ —John 

235. ' 

REV. E. McLAIN, Volunteer Worker . 

Bible Evangélistic Crusade 


Dardanelle, Ark. 


obedience and would have led you 


Have You Lost 
| a Loved One? 


' * answers the BIG QUES- 
TIONS romani ol the Great Beyond! Is the 


compelled to wander in the wilder- 
ness because they had not been 
willing to walk in His way. It 
may be that there is some person 
here who has in just the last few 
days begun to walk in God’s way, 
though long ago God sought your 


then into a pleasant place if you 
had been willing to obey ~ and 
follow. Him. Let us, as the Lord 
opens the way, walk in it. Then 
it will never be necessary for God 
to lead us through a wilderness 
experience before He is able to lead 
us into the place of blessing He has 
reserved for those who trust and 
obey. 

You have not walked this way 
heretofore; but it is the way that 
God leads. It is the way that God 
blesses and where God’s victory is 
assured, “This is the way, walk ye 
in it,” 

Shall we pray! 

“Our heavenly Father, we thank 
Thee that our Lord is the God 
who goes before; we thank Thee 
that we who cannot see the future 
are led by a Divine Eye that sees 
the end from the beginning. We 
thank Thee that we who cannot 
overcome obstacles too great ‘for us 
do not need to overcome them, for 
we have Him Who is the Over- 
comer. We pray that this year 
may be a year of victory and 
strength for these young people, 
a year of power and blessing; a- 
bove all, may it be a year -of 
seeking Thy will to perform it. 
We pray in His name, who said, 


‘I will never leave thee nor forsake 


What It Costs. . . 


(Continued from Page 5.) 


religion, a renegade Jew! Oh, leave 
your bastard Christ and come back 
to us and be happy again!” He 
had been a father to those younger 
sisters, but with trembling lips and 
hoarse voice he said, “Brother Rice, 
I cannot give up my Saviour! I 
love my sisters, I have supported 
them ever since my father died. I 
have given.them all my money and 
tried to. make. them happy. This 
breaks my héart, but I cannot give 
up my Saviour!” 

Later he brought “me another 
letter from the same sister. He had 
written his two sisters urging them 
to accept the Saviour. The reply 
was something like this, “You are 
no longer a brother of mine. Al- 
ready we have counted you dead. 
The rabbi has conducted funeral 
services for you. We have gone 
through the apartment and sought 
out everything that had your name 
on it and every gift you ever 
bought for us, and have destroyed 
it. The only thing that remains is 
this fountain pen you gave me on 
my last birthday. When I have 
finished this letter and signed my 
name I will stamp it to pieces on 
the floor and throw the pieces ifi 
the garbage. You traitor Jew, you 
may have your bastard Christ! You 
are no brother of ours any more!” 
That was hard for my Jewish 
friend to bear. Remember that a 
Jew is not received very warmly 
even by Christians. They never for. 
get that he is a Jew, they never 
forgive him his idiosyncrasies and 
peculiarities. The average Christian 
is not very kind to a Jewish Chris- 
tian, yet my friend steadfastly re- 
fused to go back to his family. His 
surrender to Jesus was voluntarily. 
He had counted the cost and he, 
having put his hand to the plow, 
did not look back! And I believe 
that that is the kind of service God 
wants. : 


A few years ago a young couple 


went to China as missionaries. 
First Betty Scott went with her 
father, a Presbyterian missionary. 
She had been educated in an A- 
merican college. and at Moody 
Bible Institute. There she had fall- 
en in love with John Stam. And 
John loved her with all his heart. 
They hoped and prayed and dream- 
ed that God would allow them to 
live and work together. John was 
accepted as amissionary and went 
to China. There he saw Betty a- 
gain, and soon they were married. 
In a year God sent a lovely baby, 
Priscilla. Then they went into the 
interior to open a new field. Soon 
Communistic bandits came to take 
the town and sack it. They took 
John and Betty Stam and cut off 
their heads. Only the baby, Pris-: 
cilla, lived to be brought back to 
America. — 

Many people thought, “Oh, what 
a tragedy!” No doubt many said, 
“What d waste of young lives and 
talent and training!” And I can 
well _imagine that some people 
thought *“Oh, if John and Betty 
had known the terrible cost I won- 
der if they would have gone to 
China?” 

Well, happily, I can answer that 
question. Do you suppose that God 
would take people to a martyr’s 
death when they had not them- 
selves surrendered to Him? Oh, no! 
Dr. Scott, Betty’s father, sat by 
me at the faculty table for lunch 
at Moody Bible Institute some 
four or five years ago, and showed 
me a Bible that had been recovered 
many months after this martyrdom, 
from Betty’s effects, stolen by the 
Communists. And in the back of 
this Bible, which he, Dr. Scott, had 
given to his daughter when she 
was ‘a sophomore in college, he 
showed me in Betty’s handwriting 
this solemn vow: 


“MY COVENANT” 
*“Lord, I give up my own pur- 
poses and plans, all my own de- 
sires, hopes and ambitions (wheth- 
er they be fleshly or soulish), and 
accept Thy will for my life. I give 


Friday, December 8, 1944 


myself, my life, my all, utterly to 
Thee, to be ‘Thine forever. I hand 
over to Thy keeping all of my 
friendships, my love. 
“All the people whom I love are 
to take second place in my heart. 
“Fill me and seal me with Thy 
Holy Spirit. Work out Thy whole 
will in my life, at any cost, now 
and forever. “To me to live is 
Christ and to die is gain’ (Phil. 1: 
21). 
“Elizabeth Alden Scott 
August 3, 1925.” 


So I was not surprised when I 
read excerpts from the diary of 
John Stam, her young husband, 
and found that he, too, had made 
a definite covenant, years before 
when he was a student at the 


Moody Bible Institute, asking God 


to glorify Himself in his young life 
“whether by life or by death.” . 
These two young people had a 
rendezvous with death. They had 
offered themselves for martyrdom. 
God in His infinite mercy granted 
to them that high and holy ‘privi- 
lege, to die for the gospel. How 
high their honor! How great their 
reward! Remember it was volun- 
tary. They gave themselves up to 
die for Jesus, and He accepted 
their gracious surrender and set 
His seal upon it and blessed it! 

I do not know what God’s will 
is for you. But I. know that today 
you ought to lay your life, your 
family, your caréer, your time, 
your money, your talents,—all you 
are or can be—on the altar for 
Jesus Christ. 

How. many will say today like 
David “Nay, but I will surely buy 
it of thee ata price: neither will I 
offer burnt offerings unto the Lord 
my God of that which doth cost me 
nothing?” I pray that many will 
decide and write today to tell me 
what you have decided to do that 
will really cost something for 
Christ. Let me counsel with those 
who are_now surrendering for the 
ministry or the mission field. I will 
glady advise about going to college 
or Bible Institute or seminary. 


Hear The Editor 


Evangelist John R. Rice, editor of The Sword Of The Lord, is now speaking daily, with excep- 


tions noted below, on the Back To The Bible Broadcast at Lincoln, Nebraska, directed by his old friend, 
Rev. Theodore H. Epp. Dr. Rice will be on this broadcast most of December, and on some stations till 
a later date, because transcriptions reach some stations later than the same program on other stations. 

Below is.given a log of the stations, location, place on the dial, and hour of broadcast. Perhaps 


on one of these 27 stations you can hear Dr. Rice. Mr. Epp’s ‘program is good, has a fine male quartet 


as well as plain Gospel preaching which has been greatly blessed of God. Will you ask God whether you 
should help Mr. Epp, after hearing his broadcast? 


RADIO LOG, Long Wave (War Time) 
ON THE AIR EVERY DAY EXCEPT SUNDAY 


State City Station KC, Watts Time 
Nebraska Lincoln KFAB 1110 10,000 8:30 a.m. 
Nebraska Grand Island KMMJ 750 1,000 1:30 p.m. 
Nebraska Scottsbluff KGKY 1490 250 9:00 a.m. 
Nebraska North Platte KODY 1240 1,000 56:15p.m. 
Nebraska Norfolk WIJAG 780 1,000 8:30 a.m. 
Missouri Kansas City KCKN 1340 250 8:30 a.m. 
Colorado ' Denver KVOD 630 5,000 7:00 a.m. 
Colorado. Greeley KFKA 910 1,000 10:00 a.m. 
Indiana Gary WIND 560 5,000 6:30 a.m. 
Arkansas Little Rock KLRA 1010 10,000 10:00 asm. (Sat. 9 a.m.) 
Texas Wichita Falls KWFT 620 5,000 8:30 a.m. 
Montana Sidney KGCX 1480 1,000 10:15 a.m. 
Massachusetts Lawrence WLAW 680 5,000 4:30 p.m. - 
Pennsylvania Greensburg WHJB 620 250 8:30 a.m. 
Washington Tacoma KVI 570 5,000 : 4:80 a.m. 
Iowa Clinton KROS 1340 250 8:30 a.m. | 
Iowa Shenandoah KMA 960 5,000 7:30 a.m. (Sat. 5 p.m.) 
Iowa Dubuque KDTH . 1370 1,000 8:30 a.m. — 
Iowa Fort Dodge KVFD 1400° 250 8:30 a.m. 
Iowa Sioux City KTRI 1450 250 8:30 a.m. 
Iowa Spencer KICD 1240 100 8:30 a.m. 
Iowa Marshalltown KFJB 1230 250 8:30 a.m. 
Minnesota a... weer 1180 Day 5,000 6:30 a.m. 
South Dakota Sioux Falls KSOO — 1140 =i 000 4:30 p.m. 
South Dakota Yankton | WNAX 570 5,000 7:00 a.m. (Sunday only) 
Quito Ecuador, 8. A. HCJB 974 2,000 71:00a.m. 3:00pm. 


thee,’ Amen!" : 


Standard Time 
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